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The Institute for the Study of American Evangelicals 
at Wheaton College (itself a conservative Christian 
college), citing British Historian Bebbington, notes 
four specific aspects of evangelicalism, only three of 
which I will cite.  The first is conversion:  the belief 
that lives are deficient and in need of some change 
directed by a religious group.  The second is 
activism:  the expression of “The Truth” (in 
Christian terms, the Gospel).  The third is Biblicism:  
the Bible is the core document embodying the Truth 
of the Almighty.  
 
The word “evangelical” has negative connotations 
for non-evangelical Christians.  It produces images 
of forced conversion, of outreach towards non-
Christians with Jews often the target of these efforts.  
The word “evangelical” often is characterized by, or 
associated with, a fundamentalist approach in both 
religious ideology and practice. 
 
We Jews are at an extraordinary disadvantage when 
it comes to incorporating and practicing 
evangelicalism in any form.  There is, in our 
collective unconscious, a near “Sinaitic” 
pronouncement, wherein God proclaims, “Thou shalt 
not evangelize.”  Any traditional notion of Jewish 
evangelicalism rooted in ideology or belief would be 
anathema:  we do not actively promote Judaism as 
“the correct method” towards salvation.  Judaism 
doesn’t guarantee one’s entrance into eternity based 
solely on belief.  We do not assert that our way is the 
“one true way.”  In fact, our less-than-literal 
approach to the understanding of sacred text and its 
application to the modern world make it difficult to 
see how the underlying theology and motivations 
that give rise to religious evangelicalism ever could 
be applied to Judaism.  This is why Jews do not 
generally evangelize to non-Jews. 
 
Still, within the roots of our tradition, there are 
concepts we should be evangelizing to a much 

broader audience both individually and through our 
institutions.  The first such concept is that there are 
indeed deficient lives out there in the real world that 
are in need of change.  There are individuals who are 
homeless, or impoverished, whose lives we could 
improve; there are also those who suffer from a 
disease whose suffering we can alleviate.  If all 
humans are created in the image of God, then it 
shouldn’t matter if our efforts are directed towards 
Jews or non-Jews.  It is obvious that there are 
fundamental injustices in this world, not to mention 
overwhelming environmental problems. 
 
There are numerous sacred texts with an 
evangelizing tone.  Deuteronomy proclaims, 
“Justice, Justice, you shall vigorously pursue!”  
Leviticus contains many universal declarations such 
as “Love thy neighbor as thyself,” and pleads that its 
readers care for the “widow, the orphan, and the 
stranger.”   
 
A vision of Jewish Evangelism would have to rest 
on the fundamental principal that there is no 
equivocation, no ambiguity, in our sacred texts (the 
Biblicism) calling upon us to refrain from acting to 
help alleviate the suffering that is in this world 
(activism).  Instead, our faith compels us clearly to 
act (Biblicism and activism).  Our actions may be 
aimed at the needs of an individual, a family, a 
community, nationally or internationally.  Judaism 
makes clear that human suffering, while seemingly 
an unshakable part of the human condition, compels 
each individual Jew to address it.  This is 
encompassed in the term mitzvah. 
 
The one difference between this Jewish form of 
evangelicalism and traditional notions of religious 
evangelicalism, lies in this concept:  lishmah – 
“ performing a mitzvah for its own sake.”  While 
Maimonides might never have envisioned Jews 
living in an open society, he developed this concept 
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of lishmah in a unique and extraordinary fashion.  At the conclusion of his 
treatise on the Laws of Repentance in his seminal work, The Mishneh 
Torah, he wrote the following: 
 

The one who serves God from the spirit of love and thereby 
engages in the study of Torah and Mitzvot and follows the 
path of wisdom, so acts not on account of anything in the 
world, not on account of fearing evil, and not in order to 
personally inherit that which is good.  Rather, the person 
who serves God from the spirit of love does so on account 
that such activity is the Truth and in the end [fundamentally 
believes] that Good will flow. 

 
Jewish evangelicalism would be founded on a very different concept of 
doing good works in the world for no reason other than that such action, 
such activity, rests on the fundamental belief that the human condition may 
be improved through human activity.   
 
Hence, Jewish evangelicalism becomes a formula against despair and 
hopelessness.  Jewish evangelicalism  would rest on no ulterior motive 
such as gaining adherents, fear of evil, or concern for salvation.  Belief in 
God, while a core doctrine of Judaism, is not a prerequisite for engaging in 
or being an adherent of Jewish evangelicalism.  All that is necessary is a 
belief that the human condition of others can be improved through our 
individual and collective efforts, and that such is the moral and ethical 
imperative of our faith. 
 
  

High Holiday Donations 
(In addition to those acknowledged previously) 

 
Walter and Eleanor Angoff 
Debra Birenbaum  
Charles and Loraine Brenner 
Arnold and Annette Brown 
William and Jean Brown 
Deborah and Carey Callaghan 
Jeffrey Cohen and Renee Vebell 
Ethan and Florence Dmitrovsky 
Marc and Linda Ernstoff 
Daniel and Kathy Goodman 
Dennis and Laura-Beth Goodman 
Alan Green and Frances Cohen 
Michael and Maryann Kaplinsky 
Arnice Kasper  
 

Donald Kollisch and Patricia Glowa 
Fred and Sheryl Lerner 
Matthew and Roberta Merrens 
Anita Miller 
Daniel and Ellen Rockmore 
Ronald and Miriam Rockmore 
Ellis and Virginia Rolett 
Robert Rosenblum 
John and Jill Schiffman 
Brenda Sirovich 
Marvin Traub 
Leon and Sandra Weiner 
James and Miriam Weinstein 
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From UVJC President Mike Holdowsky 
 
To all of us:  many, many thanks!  We have done it! 
 
Each autumn, at the turn of the year, the UVJC asks each of us to contribute 
to our community through a High Holiday appeal.  For the past several years, 
we have worked not to increase dues at all, and we have been successful – 
the dues have not changed.  In order to keep a vibrant community and 
balance our budget, we have relied increasingly on each other through this 
voluntary appeal.  And we have succeeded! 
 
Our community is 200-members strong.  This year 120 persons/households, 
comprising both members and friends of the UVJC, chose to contribute to 
the 5768 High Holiday appeal.  Together, we raised more than $35,000!   
Together, we achieved a strength of which we may all be proud!  And to all 
of us, we thank you! 
 
In the coming springtime of renewal during our 10th anniversary in the Roth 
Center, we must continue to strengthen our community.  As you will read 
elsewhere in this Connection, we are excited to welcome Sarah Friedman as 
chair of our re-established social committee.  We want as many of us as 
possible to be creative, to participate, to make the UVJC a festive place to be.   
 
In addition, even though snow still covers the ground, we have begun the 
mitzvah of creating our 5769 High Holiday celebration.  We will need many 
of us, each doing his or her small part, to make the celebration both 
meaningful and joyous.  Finally, we invite all members of our wonderful 200 
families, to join us at our 10th Anniversary Weekend, April 10-12, 2008, and 
also to join us in building a stronger and renewed UVJC as we have these 
past several autumns. 
 
To all of us, thank you again.  As best expressed at another milestone, 
“Ha’zak, ha’zak, v’nit-hazaik!”  (Be strong, be strong! and together, we will 
strengthen one another.)     

 

Please welcome new members! 
 

Corey and Sherri Burchman 
1 Storrs Road 

Hanover, NH  03755 
Tel. No. 603-676-8610 

CBurchman@yahoo.com 
Burchmans@yahoo.com 

 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

It is customary for Jews to make charitable contributions to recognize mitzvot and memories in their lives.   
Please give generously, not only to recognize your love, pride or simchah, but also to enhance our community. 

�  UVJC Endowment:  Contributions of cash or securities, payable to the UVJC Endowment Fund.  Interest will be used to support 
the activities of the community. 

�  Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund:  For charitable purposes as determined by the rabbi. 
�  Library Fund :  For purchase of books and/or other library materials. 
�  Cemetery Fund:  To help with landscaping and maintenance of the UVJC cemetery. 
�  Beautification Fund:  To be used toward furnishings, decorations, and ornamentation to enhance the Roth Center for Jewish Life. 
�  UVJC School Programming Fund:  To support special programs over and above the curriculum. 
�  Teen Programming:  To provide support for young adults in our community to participate in Jewish programs. 
�  Adult Education Fund:  To support guest speakers and other special adult programs 

DONATIONS 
Yahrzeit Donations 
Barbara Phillips in memory of her mother, Eunice Kliegman 
Kenneth and Karen Kaliski in memory of Zippy and Tom Kaliski 
Michael and Jennifer Taxman in memory of Michael’s father, Fred Taxman 
Geraldine Jacobson in memory of her husband Nicholas Jacobson 
Daniel Levin in memory of his grandmothers, Ida Levin and Jeanne Fond 
Linda and Ed Tober in memory of Linda’s mother and father, Bessie and Albert Lomasney and Ed’s mother, 
Annie Tober 
Maggie Duford in memory of her friend and teacher, Sol Levenson 
Brenda Schwab in memory of her husband, Paul Gerber 

 
UVJC General Fund 
Alan, Rhonda, Raina, Shoshana and Leora in honor of Ariel becoming a Bat Mitzvah 
Jeremy Katz 
Richard and Janet Rebman, in honor of their son, Trey becoming a Bar Mitzvah 
Charles and Loraine Brenner in honor of their son, Freeman becoming a Bar Mitzvah 
Sydney Mitchell 
Robert and Rachel Davis in honor of Richard and Bayle Drubel 
Jane Lipson and Dean Wilcox in honor of their son Oren becoming a Bar Mitzvah 
Robert and Ruth Stanton 
The Friedland Family in memory of Andy’s father, Sidney S. Friedland 
Carolyn Shapiro-Wall in memory of her mother, Harriet Shapiro 
 
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 
Matthew and Roberta Merrens in grateful appreciation for Rabbi Boraz at the time of Helen Merrens’ passing 
Mark and Susan Israel in honor of Gary Levine’s birthday 
Kenneth and Karen Kaliski 
Joe and Judy Danna, with gratitude to Rabbi Boraz for his kind support and wisdom as Morgan prepared to 
become a Bat Mitzvah 
Eric and Caron Bronstein in honor of Eli becoming a Bar Mitzvah 
Paula Blank in honor of her grandchildren, Stasha and Leah Blank 
Jane Lipson and Dean Wilcox  
Ellen Moore in memory of her mother, Mary Gorman Owen 
Richard and Andrea Kremer in memory of Mary McCrensky and Leonard E. Kremer, M.D. 
 
Cemetary Fund 
Barbara Brown in memory of her father, Joseph Halpern and her mother-in-law, Yetta Brown 
 
UVJC Adult Education Fund 
Gary Apfel 
 



 

Kiddush Schedule  
February and March 2008 

February 2 Charlie and Loraine Brenner 
February 9 Michael and Marcy Holdowsky 
February 16 Maggie Duford 
February 23 Sharon and Bob Racusin 
 
March 1 Sheryl Lerner 
March 8 Susan and Mark Israel 
March 15 Marty Himmelstein and Becky Hirschey in honor of their son Joshuah as he becomes a Bar 

Mitzvah 
March 22 Norman and Stephanie Berman in honor of their daughter Sarah as she becomes a Bat Mitzvah 
March 29 Martin and Jill Butler in honor of their son Henry as he becomes a Bar Mitzvah 
 

THE CAMPAIGN TO EVOLVE AND SUSTAIN THE UVJC 
 
In honor of the coming 10th anniversary of our sharing the Roth Center for Jewish Life at Dartmouth, a UVJC 
Trustee committee has prepared the outlines of a major fundraising campaign whose goal is to evolve and 
sustain the UVJC into and through its future. 
 
Our congregation today is at least 40% larger than when we first paraded our torahs from Summer Street to 
Occom Ridge.  We have expanded our space and professionalized our school.  The committee believes it is now 
time to accept our collective responsibility to raise the bar of our expectations for the UVJC’s future in other 
areas, and therefore to raise the bar of our financial commitment to our community. 
 
Every community member, along with those visitors who made High Holiday contributions, will be offered the 
opportunity to make a three-year giving commitment to this capital fund drive.  We will be asking everyone to 
consider carefully a significant three-year contribution in addition to membership dues, tuitions, and High 
Holiday contributions.  It is time for us to create for ourselves, our infrequent visitors, and for our local Jewish 
non-members the richness of Jewish community the Upper Valley deserves to have. 
 
What will we seek?  Here are some examples:  Our torahs should be in first class condition.  Our cemetery 
should offer a consistently beautiful and comforting environment.  Our honored departed should be remembered 
with a permanent physical presence in our Jewish center.  Everyone who worships at our services should have a 
comfortable chair, a prayer book appropriate to the service, and a chumash.  We should expand learning 
opportunities for members of all ages including our own Rabbi. 
 
We will offer naming opportunities at several different giving levels.  We’ll ask every household to make a 
commitment to our collective Jewish life here in the Upper Valley, a commitment which you will feel both 
because it will be at an unusually significant level for you and your family, and also because it will shape the 
kind of Jewish future that we and our children deserve. 
 

Bruce Pacht, committee member 
 

Upper Valley Jewish Community 
Board of Trustees Meeting – November 7, 2007, 7:00 PM 

 
Present: Rabbi Edward Boraz, President Mike Holdowsky, Bill Brown, Sy Conarck, Bayle Drubel, Rob Gurwitt, 
Susan Israel, Karen Manning, David Sobel. 
Absent: Charlie Brenner, Ethan Dmitrovsky, Carolyn Gordon, Rebecca Gottesman, Gail Marcus, and Gordon 
Weinberger. 



 

Board of Trustees Notes continued 
1. Discussion of a shift in the b’nai mitzvah coordinator role.  The Board discussed the growth in the 

number of children undergoing b’nai mitzvah training.  Bill Brown moved, and David Sobel seconded, 
that b’nai mitzvah responsibilities be removed from the education director’s portfolio, with a 
corresponding reduction in salary, and that Rabbi Roger Lerner be hired as b’nai mitzvah coordinator.  
The Board agreed unanimously. 

 
2. Last year’s evening for new members, a Saturday-night havdalah service followed by a potluck dinner 

and Israeli dancing, was so successful we’d like to do it again.  It will take place on Jan. 26, and is being 
arranged by Diane Rosten and Gloria Finkelstein. 

 
3. There were no circulated committee reports.  With one vacancy on the Board, Mike proposes asking 

Sarah Friedman to fill it, bringing Board membership to its full capacity of 15. 
 

4. Rabbi Boraz proposed that the UVJC look into affiliating with either the Conservative or Reform 
movement.  The community looked at this in 1999, and rejected the idea.  The Board agreed that 
President Mike could name a task force to look into it.  The Rabbi also suggested, over time, looking at 
the question of whether the UVJC ought to adopt a Hebrew name. 

 
5. In his financial report, Treasurer Bill Brown noted that dues and tuition payments are running at about 

the same level as last year, while we are about $2,000 ahead of last year in terms of expenses.  He noted 
that money collected for the “Israel in Crisis Fund” had yet to be expended.  Rabbi Boraz reported that he 
has had trouble finding a specific organization in need, as the Board had directed last year, but that he 
would follow up and get the Board’s assent for any specific expenditure by email. 

 
6. Following the Board’s direction in September, Bayle Drubel reported that a committee has been meeting 

to launch a fundraising drive in conjunction with the 10th anniversary of the Roth Center.  The drive will 
seek pledges over three years to fund specific items, such as a yahrzeit board, cemetery improvements, 
prayer books, etc.  The drive may include contributions to an endowment fund for the community’s long-
term needs. The committee will present a specific proposal at the Board’s January meeting. 

 
7. President Mike reported that the10th Anniversary celebration will take place the first weekend of the 

April school vacation, which means that participation by UVJC members with school-age children 
probably will be light.  Also, because the UVJC annual dinner normally would occur three to four weeks 
after the 10th Anniversary dinner, Board members agreed not to hold an annual dinner with a fundraising 
component.  Instead, the Board might plan a dinner (perhaps as a Shabbat meal or as part of the annual 
meeting), to appreciate the work of one or more members of the community.  

 
8. The Board discussed the work of the committee choosing a yahrzeit board, which is led by Sy Conarck.  

The Board agreed in September that the yahrzeit board could be located inside the Sanctuary; the 
committee recommends it be mounted on the left wall as one faces the bimah.  The Rabbi wants to be 
sure that people who daven regularly have a chance for input into the process of locating the yahrzeit 
board.  

 
9. Mike reported that the Joint Planning and Building Committee is establishing a subcommittee to deal 

with art for the Roth Center, and that Rebecca Gottesman has agreed to be the UVJC’s representative. 
 

10. Meeting adjourned at 8:34 pm. 
 
Notes taken by Rob Gurwitt, approved by Mike Holdowsky; edited for the Connection by B. Pacht. 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Mitzvah of Volunteering 
By Lydia Sarnevitz, Director of Education 

 
As a school community, it is important to celebrate acts of volunteerism.  Our school community recognizes and 
finds inspiration in the mitzvah of volunteering. 
 
Volunteerism throughout our school community takes a multi-generational approach.  During last year’s 
Hanukkah celebration, I volunteered to prepare some delicious treats, and found myself with the job of jelly 
donut maker.  Never having made jelly donuts before, I became immersed in this novice experience.  The 
ingredients and recipe were ready on the counter as I began a process that involved many helpers. 
 
My sons Andrew (then 7) and Jacob (then 5), and a 4-year-old friend helped make the premier batch.  Andrew 
read the recipe as I measured the ingredients.  Each child worked together as a team taking turns to add 
ingredients and to mix the batter.  With the first batch complete, the boys’ interest waned and I was joined by 
two “tweenage” young ladies.  We soon discovered that the first batch of donuts had fallen apart during the 
frying process.  A quick review of the recipe and our ingredients lead to the discovery that we had used baking 
soda instead of baking powder!   
 
We improved on our second batch by following the recipe.  In fact, the girls doubled the recipe and then 
completed two double batches with minimal help.  I shared some cooking advice and enjoyable conversation 
with them.  As they moved on to spend some time with their peers, one of my peers joined the donut-making 
process for the fourth batch.  It was effortless teamwork, with each of us simply knowing how to follow the 
recipe.  Finally, the grandmother of one of my son’s friends joined me for the final batch.  She began the 
cleaning-up process, and reminded me that it was time to move on to the celebration itself.  We had all brought 
different experiences and skills to the process and made some mistakes along the way, yet by sharing our 
combined abilities we were able to create some delicious jelly donuts! 
 
What can we learn from making jelly donuts?  Through volunteering, we learn to respect differences in our 
experiences and abilities.  We are fortunate to have such a vast array of experience and ability within our 
community.  Like my experience making jelly donuts, if we use these diverse experiences to work together in a 
positive way, we can share success with our children and, as individuals, experience the simcha (joy) of 
performing mitzvoth. 
 
This year’s UVJC Hanukkah celebration was another example of how our approach to volunteerism at the UVJC 
Religious School can create success and establish an annual tradition of the performance of mitzvoth.  We had 
many fantastic volunteers to thank for the delicious latkes.  They were diverse:  some from our school 
community, and some from the community at large.  Of special note was the celebration of Rose Gamso’s 
birthday.  Most of the schoolchildren prepared hand-made birthday cards for Rose who expressed great joy at 
receiving the thoughtful cards, and for being a vital part of this year’s Hanukkah celebration.   
 
Volunteers at the UVJC School contribute in a variety of ways ranging from helping every week, to assisting 
with special events, to volunteering in our classrooms, and to assisting with specific educational needs.  
Volunteer helpers, and ultimately their mitzvoth, are vital to our school community.       
 
A great educator and poet, Edwin Markham once said, “…none goes his way alone:  all we send into the lives of 
others comes back into our own.”  This spirit of volunteerism should be celebrated.  Take the time to say, 
“Todah rabbah” (“Thank you”) to those you know who volunteer in our school community.  Let them know that 
you appreciate their hard work and willingness to perform mitzvoth.  Find inspiration in the mitzvoth of others, 
and consider becoming involved yourself – there are many opportunities! 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MEMBERSHIP NOTES 
Gloria Finkelstein, Membership Coordinator 

“The UVJC’s Years At-A-Glance” – Gloria Finkelstein, membership coordinator 
 
As we approach the Roth Center’s 10th anniversary, there is so much to celebrate!  Help me complete our 
special UVJC MEMORY BOOK.   
 
My own family has lived here for 14 years.  So many memories.  Where do I begin?  Help me complete this 
sentence:  I   REMEMBER....  
 

·  when  NANCIE SEVERS and MORT WISE were honored at past Annual Dinners. 
·  when ANNIE SILVERSTEIN and then SARAH ARONSON were the Hebrew School Principals. 
·  when PAM HAUSLER & SUE BERG were our daughter Erica's preschool teachers (and that was 13 

years ago!) 
·  the Presidents of UVJC  (in no particular order):  Cliff Stein, Marcy (and current President Michael) 

Holdowsky, Bayle Drubel, Mort Wise, Becky Kohn, Bob Racusin, Barry Scherr, Bruce Pacht 
·  going to TOM & JUDY OXMAN's home to see slides (presented by BARRY SCHERR) on what the 

Roth Center would look like. 
·  picnics at Storrs Pond Area 5 
·  after school UVJC Kids Club, with the MARCUS, ARONSON/SCHWARTZ,  HAUSLER families and 

others. 
·  The Beatles "COMING TOGETHER"-themed Annual Dinner 
·  BOB GRONAUER (wearing his bright orange vest) expertly directing traffic in and out of the ROTH 

CENTER during Sunday school hours. 
·  DAVID PLAUT playing guitar with his famous stuffed monkey and singing songs with all the UVJC 

kids and parents.  
·  when a group of 20+ UVJC members attended the BIG APPLE CIRCUS all together 
·  when a UVJC group of 20+  gathered for dinner and then all saw a play at the Lebanon Opera House 

 
What do YOU remember? 

Many of our members have lived here for many years, while others have lived here for only a few.  Help 
contribute to this memory chain.  Send in your statements to the UVJC office, or e-mail at UVJC@valley.net. 

************************************************************************ 
See you at our 2008 FUNDRAISE & SOCIALIZE EVENTS.  ALL ARE WELCOME: 
Got an idea?  Send it in and stay tuned for more scheduled events happening throughout the year. 
 

** Sunday, Feb. 3, 11:30 AM:  “Challah Baking with Sarah Friedman” only $18/ person or family.  
 

** Tuesday, Feb. 12, 10:00 AM and/or  Sunday, March 2, 1:00 PM:  “Scrapbooking with Devora                     
Gronauer”  Only $20/person 

 
UVJC Membership Referral Program:  Got a question? Looking for someone to buy your car?  Need a 
babysitter? Email the UVJC office. We can help! 
 
PHOTOS:  Send your photos to the UVJC office.  They can be digital, hard copy, or even on a disc.  Some 
already have been posted on the UVJC website. 
 
For more details on the above programs, contact the UVJC office.  
 
 I love hearing from you, and thanks again for all your great feedback.  When not reading the CONNECTION, 
keep in touch with UVJC’s e-mail newsletters:  Updates is sent on Thursdays, and check out "Gloria's 
Membership E-NEWS" on Fridays – both in your e-mail inbox.    -   Shalom. 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Re-establishing the UVJC Social Committee  
Sarah Friedman 

 
This year, the UVJC celebrates the 10th anniversary of our move into the Roth Center for Jewish Life at 
Dartmouth College.  While it is an exciting time to reflect on the past ten years, it’s also an opportunity to look 
to the future to see where we want to go.  
 
The UVJC Board sees the need to provide more opportunities for members’ social involvement.  For this reason, 
we are re-establishing a social committee aimed at helping you bring your ideas for the UVJC to life, and at 
developing programs that members of the greater Jewish community in our region will find engaging. 
. 
The committee’s goal is to support community members’ ideas for social activities that you would like to add to 
our current roster, to help you find the space, the participants, or whatever else you need to make it happen.  This 
is a big undertaking but one we hope will lead to a new and exciting environment for the UVJC.   
 
The social committee hopes to reach out to all UVJC members and beyond:  to family members of the Hebrew 
School, single members, families with no children, seniors, interfaith families, and other Jews within the Upper 
Valley.  We hope you’ll join with us and get involved with the UVJC, as together we create an exciting set of 
programs in the months ahead.  
 
In particular, we hope you’ll think outside the box of traditional Jewish activities.  If you would like to arrange a 
day of whitewater rafting, attend a religious function in another city, or share a great book or family memory, we 
want to help 
 
My family and I have been members of the UVJC for almost 10 years.  At first, we tried to take active part in the 
all social activities but quickly realized it would be impossible.  It was hard to squeeze in a service or event 
when our girls had skiing, birthday parties, visiting relatives and bedtimes to adhere to.   
 
I know all of us spread our family time thin these days, especially on the weekends.  This is where we need your 
help with new and different ways to get the community together.  We are all busy, and some of you may feel it is 
difficult to take on organizing, or even attending, an activity you might want to.  This is where the social 
committee aims to help.  We want to work with you to lessen the burden of organizing a simple dinner for 
members at your house, or a full-blown, bring-it-on function at the Roth Center.   If the work can be divided 
among other interested members, it is amazing how quickly and successfully an idea can come together. 
 
On a personal level, this committee excites me because I love helping people bring ideas to life.  I spent several 
years in the hospitality industry and loved being the behind-the-scenes-person for guests and staff of the hotel.  I 
took great satisfaction in pulling off both mundane and outrageous requests.  It always amazed me how, no 
matter what crisis arose in the back of the house, out on the floor the function appeared to go off without a hitch.  
 
Our community comprises amazing people with many hidden talents.  It is our hope that this new committee will 
entice you to become as active a part of the UVJC as you wish.  
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March B’nai Mitzvahs 
 

March 15   -   Josh Himmelstein, son of Marty Himmelstein 
 
March 22   -   Sarah Berman, daughter of Norman and Stephanie  
 
March 29   -   Henry Butler, son of Martin and Jill   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LITERATURE LOVERS 
 
We are an enthusiastic reading group and love to discuss books 
which are proposed by the group.  We welcome all new 
participants.  The books to be read and discussed are selected by 
the group two months in advance.   
 

February 24, 7:00 p.m. 
THE LEMON TREE by Sandy Tolan 

 
Literature Lovers usually meets the last Sunday of the month.  For 
location, please contact Susan Cohen at 603/643-3611 or by email 
to susancohen3@verizon.net. 
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