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“Hitting for the cycle” is a phrase used in baseball 
to refer to a batter who, in a single game, hits a 
single, a double, a triple, and a home-run.  Such an 
event occurs rarely in the course of a season, let 
alone in the career of an individual player. 

As many of you know, I enjoy sports and often 
look for metaphors between the physicality of sport 
and the more important matters that confront our 
daily lives.  So I found myself asking this:  “Is it 
possible to ‘hit for the cycle’ in the course of a 
Jewish season, from one Rosh Hashanah to the next?  
And, if so, how would it be defined?”  Just for fun, 
let’s try.   

What would be the Jewish equivalent of a base-
hit, a double, triple, and a home-run?  Let’s begin 
first by defining the ballpark in which we’re playing.  
For example, Fenway Park poses a far different 
challenge than, may its name be cursed forever (� ), 
Yankee Stadium.  Fisher Cat Park, the minor league 
ball field in Manchester, NH, is vastly different from 
major league ball-parks.  So, when it comes to 
Jewish practice, how do you define your own field 
of play:  yourself?   

Are in the minor leagues or the majors?  I suggest 
that if you are reading this piece, you are most likely 
in the major leagues, because the majority of our 
Connection readership affiliates with the Upper 
Valley Jewish Community. 

Next, what constitutes a “ballgame” in Judaism?  
In baseball, the cycle must occur in the course of a 
nine-inning game.  In Judaism, how would this 
work?  I propose defining a Jewish game as from 
one Rosh Hashanah to the next because, thank God, 
we have the unique opportunity of wiping the slate 
clean of our transgressions that occurred in the 
previous year through repentance, and starting a new 
“game” in the following year.  Therefore, the Jewish 
“game” begins with Rosh Hashanah and culminates 
on the last day of Elul, the erev (“evening”) that 
begins Rosh Hashanah. 

 

How do we get to first base with our faith?  It’s 
okay to smile, for the Bible teaches us that it is not 
good for a human being to be alone.  Let us begin 
with Friday night.  Lighting candles, reciting the 
blessings over the wine and bread, and preparing a 
nice meal might be a single.  If you have done that in 
the course of the year, then you have your first base 
hit.  But don’t get carried away – there are 
approximately 52 such opportunities (the Jewish 
calendar is lunar, not solar, so the number of 
possible Sabbaths varies depending upon the year), 
so, if you’ve done one, you’re only batting .019!  
Even the Kansas City Royals would not have you on 
their team.   But if you do more, say 40 Friday 
nights, you’d be batting better than Ted Williams or 
Ichiro ever has!   

What would be a double?  How does one get 
from first base, the keeping of the Sabbath at least 
once in the course of the game, to second base?  We 
need to add something more than ritual; something 
that enriches our n’shemah (Jewish soul), that is, the 
humanitarian substance, which is also an essential 
ingredient of our faith.  If you performed an act of 
tzedakah, a righteous act, then this would qualify as 
a double.   

Tzedakah may take many forms.  It can, of 
course, be in monetary form such as raising money 
through participating in some charitable event, such 
as The Prouty (I wish it weren’t conducted on 
Shabbat, but so be it.), or volunteering at a local 
hospital or with a not-for-profit organization.  
Anything which involves the giving of oneself to 
improve the human condition would qualify.  Most 
major leaguers (and all of you are in the big leagues 
when it comes to Judaism) can certainly connect to 
this mitzvah during the course of the year. 

Ahh… the triple.  As a friend of mine is fond of 
saying, “This gets interesting.”  What would qualify 
as a triple?  Here, we need to raise the bar.  Not 
everyone can hit the ball close to out of the ballpark.  
A player swings the bat and it strikes the ball with an 
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exquisite sense of timing.  It almost all comes together.  It requires real 
effort and timing, while still touching first and second base.  Perhaps if you 
have children, seeing that they attend consistently the UVJC religious 
school, even at the expense of extra-curricular activities, and then, in 
addition, attending services with them at least once every two months, be it 
Friday night, a Jewish Holiday, could qualify as hitting a triple.   

Suppose you’re either an empty-nester, single, or do not have children.  
What might then be a triple?  It must be all of the above – keeping the 
Sabbath, tzedakah or tikkun olam, and something more.  You might, for 
example, do something concrete for Israel, such as taking a trip there, or 
reading three books on its history, culture, and peoplehood.  You could 
perform any type of mitzvah (commandment) that would assist in binding 
yourself to our brothers and sisters who live in Israel.  This may include 
performing acts that further the cause of peace, or helping to support social 
service agencies in Israel, but it must be something that involves a certain 
level of sacrifice and a commitment beyond the ordinary (that is, not just 
reading about Israel in a newspaper). 

Now we come to the most difficult swing in Judaism:  the home-run.  
(No steroids are allowed here – I don’t even know the Jewish equivalent!)  
What could be a “homerun equivalent” in Jewish life?   One might be a 
personal examination and application of the Ten Commandments, but that 
might be too difficult.  The truth is that all of us have coveted at one time 
or another that which belongs to someone else.  Capitalism itself, at least to 
some extent, has some roots in seeing what our neighbor has and then 
desiring it.  All of us can see what our neighbor has, so we’ve probably, at 
one time or another, desired to have what they have.  Such desires fuel our 
economy.   

Another home-run might be trying to see God in history.  This poses 
extraordinary challenges (I am the Lord your God who brought you forth 
from the land of Egypt and out of the House of bondage) and might exclude 
many Jews who have no belief in such a God or transcendent being.  

A Scriptural approach might cause a person to think that hitting the 
Jewish equivalent of a home-run would be to hit one completely out of the 
ball-park altogether.  But, a home-run has only to clear the outfield fence to 
qualify. 

Here are a few less grandiose suggestions.  Take time out of each week 
to devote to prayer.  Prayer is nothing more in our tradition than the 
expression of the deepest aspects of a humanity made in the image of God.  
Prayer is not about desire or personal wants.  Prayer is taking time to see 
how valuable and how meaningful life is.  Prayer leads to an improvement 
of the human heart that then finds expression in real life.   

At the end of day, the Torah urges us, “And therefore, choose life so that 
your days may be multiplied upon the land that God has given you as an 
inheritance.”  Realizing at the depths of one’s soul how beautiful life is, 
being appreciative of this gift, and then acting from this base of deep 
appreciation and perception of beauty, could be hitting a Jewish home-run. 

Let us now turn to a passage in the Talmud where its authors seem to be 
struggling with what might constitute the Jewish equivalent of a home-run.  
How does one embrace the totality of our faith?  At the Talmud Makot 24a, 
an extended discussion occurs on this question:  How might one fulfill the 
entirety of the Torah?  The Talmud suggests that the Prophet Isaiah 
reduced the Torah’s 613 commandments to six basic principles: 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Other Board of Trustees 
members   

 
Charles Brenner (2009) 
 Charles.brenner@dartmouth.edu 
 (H) 603-795-4458 
 
Sy Conarck (2008) 
 Sy.conarck@valley.net 
 (H) 802-649-1457 
 
Ethan Dmitrovsky (2009) 
 Ethan.dmitrovsky@dartmouth.edu 
 (H) 603-643-5165 
 
Patricia Fisher (2008) 
 Patricia.Fisher@dartmouth.edu 
 (H) 603-643-9352 
 
Carolyn Gordon (2008) 
Carolyn.Gordon@dartmouth.edu 
 (H) 603-643-5895 
 
Robert Gurwitt (2009) 
 Robert.e.gurwitt@valley.net 
 (H) 802-649-2766 
 
Jane Lipson (2007) 
 Jane.e.g.lipson@dartmouth.edu 
 (H) 603-643-9072 
 
Jill Schiffman (2007) 
 Jill.schiffman@dartmouth.edu 
 (H) 603-643-3662 
 
David Sobel (2009) 
 endovet@valley.net 
 603-643-3799 
 
Library :  Fred Lerner 
 
Kiddush Coordinator :  Yoni Neirman 
 
Webmaster :  Sharon Racusin 
 
Membership Coordinator : 
Gloria Finkelstein 
  
 
 
 
 
 
The Jewish Connection is published bi-
monthly by the Upper Valley Jewish 
Community, 5 Occom Ridge,  
Hanover, NH  03755 
 
 
Subscription is free to members of the 
Upper Valley Jewish Community. 
 
 
Postmasters send change of 
addresses to Upper Valley Jewish 
Community, 5 Occom Ridge, 
Hanover, NH  03755 
 

 

 
1. Walk righteously 
2. Speak honestly 
3. Despise any gain acquired through oppressing others 
4. Refuse bribes of any kind that compromise any of 

one’s moral principles 
5. Refuse to engage or listen to slanderous conversation 
6. Do not gaze upon the misfortune of others; rather, 

respond to those in need. 
 

Living even one full day in such a state of righteousness might be 
considered the Jewish equivalent of a home-run.  I do believe that all of us 
have lived days like this, but no one lives in such a state every single day of 
the year.  No one, as the Prophet Micah wrote long ago in words we read on 
Yom Kippur, fulfills the very basic prescription God desires most from 
humankind:  “To do justice, to love mercy, and to walk humbly before thy 
God.”   

For these reasons and more, we are the ones most in need of the Yamim 
Noraiim, the forthcoming Days of Awe that begin on Rosh Hashanah, and 
end with the Ne’ilah and havdalah services of Yom Kippur. 

Shanah Tovah.  May you be inscribed in the Book of Life for all that is 
good. 

        

KIDDUSH SCHEDULE  
August and September 2007 

 
August 4  Flo and Ethan Dmitrovsky 
August 11  Sheryl Lerner 
August 18   Dianne and Gary Levine 
August 25  Betty Lauer 
September 1 Craig and Deborah Schein in celebration of their 

daughter Ava as she becomes a Bat Mitzvah 
September 8 Alan Green and Frances Cohen in celebration of their 

son, Henry, and daughter, Isobel, as they become a 
Bar Mitzvah and a Bat Mitzvah 

September 15  Lorraine and Charlie Brenner 
September 22   Yom Kippur 
September 29 Eric and Caron Bronstein in celebration of their son 

Eli as he becomes a Bar Mitzvah 
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It is customary for Jews to make charitable contributions to recognize mitzvot and memories in their lives.   
Please give generously, not only to recognize your love, pride or simchah, but also to enhance our community. 

�  UVJC Endowment:  Contributions of cash or securities, payable to the UVJC Endowment Fund.  Interest will be used to support 
the activities of the community. 

�  Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund:  For charitable purposes as determined by the rabbi. 
�  Library Fund :  For purchase of books and/or other library materials. 
�  Cemetery Fund:  To help with landscaping and maintenance of the UVJC cemetery. 
�  Beautification Fund:  To be used toward furnishings, decorations, and ornamentation to enhance the Roth Center for Jewish Life. 
�  UVJC School Programming Fund:  To support special programs over and above the curriculum. 
�  Teen Programming:  To provide support for young adults in our community to participate in Jewish programs. 
�  Adult Education Fund:  To support guest speakers and other special adult programs 

DONATIONS 
 
Yahrzeit Donations 
Karen Fryer and Gene Kadish in memory of Gene’s father, Milton Kadish 
Gary and Dianne Levine in loving memory of Dianne’s father, Julius Sholinsky and Gary’s father, Jacob Levine 
Bruce Pacht in memory of his uncle, Leon Oringher 
Vita Mark Stollerman  in memory of Leo Mark 
Deborah and Aaron Kaplan in memory of Aaron’s mother, Sarane Rosenberg Kaplan 
Liora Alschuler  in memory of her father, John Alschuler and her grandmother, Rose Alschuler 
Ruth Fisher in memory of her mother, Frances Benjamin and Lloyd’s father, Abraham Fisher 

 
UVJC General Fund 
Jeremy Katz 
Ethel Greenspan 
Carolyn Gordon and David Webb in honor of their daughter Annalisa becoming a Bat Mitzvah 
Bernice Cohen in honor of her friends who helped her during her illness 
Robert and Traci Rosenbaum in honor of their son Jacob becoming a Bar Mitzvah 
Greenspan Foundation in memory of Jill Schiffman’s father, Saul Greenspan 
Ruth Fisher in honor of Rabbi Boraz who was a great source of comfort to her after her loss 
David Link and Margaret Ross 
Gene Kadish and Karen Fryer in honor of their daughter Emily becoming a Bat Mitzvah 
Terri and Jim Cook in honor of Michael and Melissa Herron’s 40th birthdays 
Diane and David Plaut in memory of Stephen Neirman’s father, Robert Neirman 
Deborah and Aaron Kaplan in honor of their daughter Ella becoming a Bat Mitzvah 
 
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 
Jim and Miriam Weinstein in memory of Jim’s father, Sheldon Weinstein 
Allyne Kadish in honor of her granddaughter Emily Kadish becoming a Bat Mitzvah 
 
UVJC Endowment Fund 
Marvin Platt 
 
UVJC Library Fund 
Aila and Sy Conarck in memory of their son, Cliff, Sy’s mother, Paula Conarck, Aila’s father, Irving Yanover 
and Stephen Neirman’s father, Robert Neirman 
 
Cemetery Fund 
Barry and Arline Rotman in memory of Arline’s father, Milton Schwartz 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

First Letter from the UVJC’s New Education Director, Lydia B. Sarnevitz 
 
Last year, my family had the wonderful experience of becoming community members of the UVJC.  I was 

struck continually by the welcoming environment and the ease with which my family and I have become active 
members within the community.  I am thrilled to be returning this school year, not only as a congregant and as 
the parent of two students in the UVJC school, but also as the education director.    

In 1989, I began my career in education as a special education assistant.  Since then, I have served as a 
secondary school social studies teacher, elementary school dean of students, and K-12 assistant principal.  Most 
recently, I have had the pleasure and honor of being an at-home mother for my two beautiful children:  Andrew, 
who is an up-and-coming third grade student, and Jacob, who is excited about entering first grade.  I look 
forward to this opportunity to combine my various educational experiences, my experiences as a parent, and my 
life-long Jewish experiences, to provide educational leadership at the UVJC School. 

During the upcoming school year, I will be pleased to continue many of the school’s wonderful established 
traditions, such as the open communication and parent/school partnership that is vital to student success.  We 
will continue to enjoy, as a community, the joyous holiday celebrations which bring us together throughout the 
year, and which provide wonderful learning opportunities for our students.  Finally, in order to foster a love of 
learning and develop spirituality, students will continue with the Chai curriculum for Judaic learning, and 
Mitkadem for Hebrew learning. 

In addition, I hope to create more opportunities for student participation in school-wide assemblies and in 
performing mitzvot (good deeds, commandments) during the school year.  Also, I hope to implement that portion 
of the Chai curriculum which provides ways for families to receive more information useful in fostering student 
learning in the home.   

I hope to work with parents and the Education Committee to address the need for enrichment programs, with 
an emphasis on Hebrew as a language, and also implementing a post b’nai mitzvah program.  Last, I will 
continue to seek creative ways to address use of space and to provide choices in scheduling at the UVJC School.  
Please look for an opportunity to provide input on scheduling on the school registration forms you will soon 
receive.  

I look forward to seeing you in the fall.  For now you can reach me at the Roth Center by phone, email me at 
uvjcschool@valley.net, or call me at home (603) 763-4838.   

 

Letter from the President, Michael Holdowsky 
  

August is a wistful time of year.  The days are still long, but not as long as they once were.  The air is warm, 
but there are some days where you can feel just a hint of the coolness that is to come. 

It is a time that evokes memories of years gone by, and thoughts that another season is upon us.  It is a time 
for returning. 

And so for us, as summer wanes, another year is ending, and a new year, one ripe with possibilities, is 
beginning.  Soon we will gather together as a community to celebrate this New Year:  the welcome of Slichot at 
the Roth Center; Tashlich at Occom Pond, Kol Nidre at Rollins Chapel, Kiddush in our Sukkah, and the joyous 
renewal of Simchat Torah. 

In addition to the caring, spiritual leadership of Rabbi Boraz, we have been fortunate and blessed to have 
several dozen volunteers that make our High Holiday celebration so meaningful.  This includes many who do 
not appear on the bima or in front of the congregation:  Ushers.  Volunteers who set up food at break-the-fast.  
Volunteers who provide logistical support.  And, in especial appreciation, the people who carry the prayer 
books, tallaisim, and Torahs, and all other items from the Roth Center to Rollins and back again, so the rest of us 
can offer our prayers and remember. 

So on these August days, I ask that you join the volunteers who make our celebration possible.   Join with us 
in a true act of t’shuvah, being accountable for the spiritual support of our blessed community.    Join our 
volunteers!  Please contact Gail Marcus, our Religious Affairs chair, at marcus18@starband.net to offer your 
assistance.   

With gratitude and best wishes for a Sweet and Healthy New Year, 
Mike 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Upper Valley Jewish Community 
Summary of meeting of Board of Trustees – May 2, 2007 

 
Rabbi Ed Boraz 

Bill Brown 
Charlie Brenner 

Sy Conarck  
Ethan 

Dmitrovsky 
Bayle Drubel  

X 
X 
O 
X 
X 
X 

Patsy Fisher  
Carolyn Gordon 

Rob Gurwitt 
Michael 

Holdowsky 
Jane Lipson 

O 
X 
X 
X 
X 

Gail Marcus 
Yoni 

Neirman  
Bruce Pacht  
David Sobel 

Jill 
Schiffman  

O 
O 
X 
O 
X 

X = Present; O = Absent 
 

1. A quorum having been achieved, President Michael began the meeting at 7:10 PM. 
 

2. Report of the Roth Center evacuation task force – R. Gurwitt, task force chair 
The proposed evacuation plan was vetted by Mike Clark, captain of the Hanover Fire Department.  So far, we’ve 
focused on the school and evacuation.  Two, or preferably three, fire drills per school year will be required.   
We will be talking with a person from the police department about other emergency situations.  Four (4) panic 
buttons are installed in the Roth Center:  one (1) downstairs and three (3) upstairs (Carole’s office, Claudia’s 
office, and in the kitchen).   
We will make sure that the new education director and teachers talk about this, that we schedule fire drills, that 
we create hall monitors (parent volunteers – teachers have to stay with kids). 

 
3. Cemetery discussion – J. Schiffman, committee chair 

This work needs to be done: 
a. Replant the Gerber trees 
b. Shape up the physical appearance – weed kill and fertilize. 
c. Additional trimming and maintenance 
d. Water is on the site; need to have it turned on and off each year. 
e. Time to tackle at least one of the paths.  We have various reports from platinum to mud; Shep suggested 

something in the middle called “chipseal” – asphalt with stones in it. 
 
We will propose a budget for ongoing maintenance, now that we know we can get things into shape and see 
what it will cost to continue.  After that, we’ll look for individuals to come forward with specifics, such as path-
building.  
 

4. 5768 budget – B. Brown, treasurer 
Motion made by E. Dmitrovsky, seconded by J. Lipson, to recommend the 5768 budget, with revisions as stated 
and incorporated, to the membership at the annual meeting.  The vote is unanimous in the affirmative. 
 
We talked about Sanctuary chairs for a long time.  We will offer to fund (from reserves) 100% of a substantial 
amount of chair rehabilitation in the coming fiscal year.  In ensuing years, we propose to split 50/50 with Hillel 
the cost of repairs/replacement, unless we reach another agreement.    
 

5. Annual Dinner – Gloria Finkelstein, membership chair 
We will serve hors d’oeuvres and desserts.  A bit fewer than 100 persons are signed up.   
 

6. Report of the Nominating Committee – J. Lipson  
Jane presented nominations for three new members of the Board of Trustees:  Rebecca Gottesman, Karen 
Manning, and Gordon Weinberger; one member nominated for a second three-year term:  Gail Marcus; and 
officers for one year as follows: 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Office 

 
Nominee  Term ends 

President Michael Holdowsky* 2008 
Vice-president Bayle Drubel 2008 
Vice-president Gail Marcus 2008 
Vice-president Rob Gurwitt 2008 

Secretary Carolyn Gordon 2008 
Treasurer Bill Brown* 2008 
* = incumbent 

 
E. Dmitrovsky moves the slate of new members, renewing members, and officers for one year; S. Conarck 
seconds.  Vote is unanimous in the affirmative. 
 

7. Change in the bylaws – B. Pacht 
B. Pacht moves that the Board recommend for adoption the proposed bylaws amendments to be circulated for a 
vote of the membership at the annual meeting; J. Schiffman seconds.  Vote is unanimous in the affirmative.   
 

8. Draft agenda for Annual Meeting of the membership 
Add approval of the bylaws change proposals. 
 

9. Dinner details – M. Holdowsky 
Mike will handle all the details. 
 

10. Motion to rescind motion concerning office renovations – M. Holdowsky 
Last year we voted to appropriate $20,000 for an office for the education director.  It is not budgeted.  B. Pacht 
moves rescission of the previous motion; J. Lipson seconds.  Vote is unanimous in the affirmative. 
 

11. Proposal from the Dartmouth graduate student task force – B. Brown 
This item will be removed from the agenda.   
 

12. Easy personnel issue – B. Pacht 
Board agrees to offer community coordinator a third week of paid vacation each year. 
 

13. Financial – B. Brown 
a. Status of non-payers of dues 

We are not getting the kind of participation we’ve seen in past years.  We have about $20,000 in dues 
outstanding and some are b’nai mitzvah families, though our policy states clearly that a family cannot schedule a 
bar or bat mitzvah unless it is a member in good standing.  Next year, we will set deadlines for payment (or 
settling abatement agreements), without which the children will not be allowed to attend school or receive 
training. 
 

b. Underpayment of the Rabbi’s retirement account 
Over the past several years, a series of missteps miscalculated the Rabbi’s compensation payments; we were 
paying from different pockets and didn’t coordinate.  We have made amends with the Rabbi for the 
underpayment and we have changed the system so it is unlikely to happen again.   
 

c. UVJC audit  
Funding for an audit (not much!) is included in the budget for 5768. 

 
d. Monthly financial update  

As of March 31, we are doing OK; but, projected to the end of the year, we still face a deficit. 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

14. Reports and updates of ongoing projects, tasks, etc. 
a. Rabbi’s report – Rabbi E. Boraz  

1) Rabbi is devoting a good deal of his time to b’nai mitzvah preparations. 
2) Students are becoming facile with tefillin.   
3) Thanks to Bill Brown for the Yom HaShoah dedication web page. 
 

b. Torah appraisals – D. Sobel 
David will continue to make the effort with Rabbi Kevin Hale. 
  

c. 10th Anniversary celebration – M. Holdowsky 
Panel is now in place; various logos are being discussed.  Kol Koreh will come to all UVJC members.  Jane’s 
service on the committee has been superb. 
 

d. President’s report – M. Holdowsky 
1) Mike wishes to convene a task force to push forward some of Bayle’s ideas about raising money 

during the 10th anniversary year; Mort Wise’s name was mentioned as well.  We need something 
coherent rolled out for the high holidays.   

2) Rabbi review committee:  Mike, Ethan, Susan, and Gail. 
 

15. Consent agenda – M. Holdowsky 
Minutes of full Board meeting March 7, 2006, adopted by unanimous consent. 
 

16. Other 
a. Memorial Board 

Sy would like to explore with JPBC creating a permanent memorial board as both a fundraising and memorial 
gesture.  This is a Dartmouth building so we’d have to have the College’s approval to affix anything 
permanently to its walls. 

 
b. Hanna Siegel’s concert is scheduled for tomorrow, May 3 
 

17. Adjourn 
Meeting adjourned at 9:32 PM.  
Notes taken by B. Pacht; reviewed by M. Holdowsky 
 

LULAV and ETROG 
 
If you would like to order a Lulav and Etrog set for Sukkot, please send your request and a check in the amount 
of $42 per set made payable to the Upper Valley Jewish Community, 5 Occom Ridge, Hanover, NH  03755 in 
care of Carole Clarke. 
 

Pictures from the 
Annual Dinner in 
May, where Mort  

Wise was honored 
with the Exemplary 

Service Award 

Mike Holdowsky and Mort Wise Mort Wise and Patricia Fisher 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MEMBERSHIP NEWS – Gloria Finkelstein 
 
Shalom! Bienvenue! Ciao! 
 
This is my favorite time of year, filled with new beginnings and the excitement is building.  The Upper Valley is 
scenically beautiful, the kids are starting a new year of school, and Rosh Hashanah is closely approaching. 
 
It has been a busy summer ... How about you?  I would like to share some highlights. I have:  
 
* Enjoyed attending JULIAN KRITZ' Bar Mitzvah in Raleigh, NC. Did you know he was born here? His 
parents, Phyllis & Allan Kritz lived here in the early 90's and were active UVJC members. They say hi to 
everyone. 
 
* Attended a Shabbat service in Milan, Italy.  
 
* Celebrated member Rosemary Brown's birthday 
 
* Celebrated Shabbat with an orthodox family in Potomac, Maryland. 
 
* Participated with TEAM UVJC at the PROUTY (wearing my Prouty t-shirt designed by UVJC member 
Rebecca Gottesman) on July 14.  Several UVJC members were there walking, riding bikes, or volunteering to 
raise funds for DHMC's Norris Cotton Cancer Center.   
 
* Attended some of UVJC's own FUNDRAISE & SOCIALIZE events.  What a great way to meet and reconnect 
with other UVJC members!  From Shabbat dinners, wine and cheese, beach house gatherings, art projects and 
BBQ's, our UVJC members really know how to enjoy summer. 
 
* Smiled as I walked along Hanover's July Street Festival (organized by member Sharyn Amberger).  It makes 
me proud to live in the Upper Valley.  What a fun event. 
 
* Bought a limited supply of Montreal bagels & knishes that are currently frozen in my freezer, I will contact 
you very shortly. 
 
Planning ahead: 
Circle SEPT 9 - UVJC ANNUAL PICNIC THIS YEAR AT STORRS POND!  ALL ARE WELCOME!  
Singles, families, empty-nesters and seniors!  RSVP to the UVJC office.  Details to follow. 
 
Sign up for the fall Fundraise & Socialize events.  There are many more happening.  If you have an event you 
would like to host, let me know.  
 
Don't forget to read my weekly e-mail membership news.  I love to hear from YOU!  Guest columnists are 
always welcomed.  Also, if you hear about other Jewish people moving to the area, tell them about the UVJC!  
 
Most important, if you haven't done so, do not forget to send in your current membership dues and school tuition 
payments.  Remember that you may request an abatement of dues or tuition if you are experiencing financial 
hardship.   
 
Keep in touch, Shalom. 
  
PS:  My writer friend Cathy once said to me:  When you travel, bring back your stories.  That is the best present!  
What are your stories?  Let’s make this column the Upper Valley Metropolitan section (modeled after the NY 
Times). 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

REPAIRING THE WORLD WITH PENNIES: 
A guest article by Karen Manning, UVJC school teacher 

 
I had a hope this past school year.  I had a dream, too--but that was asking too much, at least that's what I 
thought... 
 
Every September, my kindergarten class has begun with each student declaring hopes and dreams for religious 
school that year.  Some kids hope to learn Hebrew; others have shown an interest in holidays; Shabbat often 
comes up; and always, there's Chanukkah.   
 
This past year, I wanted to do my best to have their hopes and dreams come true, and along the way I also 
wanted to repair the world:  tikkun olam.  Was I asking too much?  I didn't think so.  
 
Class went along each week and we learned about holidays, Hebrew language and Judaic stories.  We also made 
wishes with tzedakah.  What kinds of wishes?  They were really quite simple.  Things like water, paper, soap, 
food, but we weren't wishing for ourselves.  We were doing this mitzvah for a village in Uganda, Africa, where 
everyone's life is affected by AIDS.  We wanted to help the children in this village and knew that our pennies, 
nickels, and dimes could help.  I secretly hoped to collect $50, but because I didn't want to be disappointed (or, 
worse yet, have the class be discouraged by not achieving the goal), I didn't divulge my wish.  
 
I was touched by the children's understanding of helping.  Some kids would come in with a weekly collection of 
coins.   Others forgot, but we turned that into a lesson on the mitzvah of sharing with classmates as we dropped 
coins into our African-decorated box.   
 
As the weeks passed, we could feel our tzedakah box getting heavier.  There were some dollar bills in there, too, 
but I knew pennies could carry a lot of important weight.  The children's wishes became serious and sincere with 
each "clinking" of coins:  medicine, pillows, roofs, toothpaste, and electricity.   
 
At year's end, I decided to expand our class project.  On Mitzvah Mania day, I organized a boxed collection of 
wishes to send off to Uganda.  Participants brought in items such as crayons, toothbrushes, hats, and other 
goodies.  With the assistance of the pre-k and first grade classes, their teachers, a few madrichim, and some 
parents, we decorated T-shirts for children in the village.  We poured on to the floor all the money from our 
kindergarten tzedakah box and began to categorize the denominations.  Looking at the scattered coins and bills, I 
could tell we'd be able to make a lot of our wishes come true.  I sent the eager madrichim out to tally the money 
while the young children made cards to go along with the T-shirts. 
 
I was astounded when the madrichim returned with the final tally:  we had raised $156.75!  I knew this would go 
far in a village where last year, $200 had bought each child a sweater.  I was proud of our earnings, and pleased 
to let the children know that their good wishes would be realized.  At the same time, some other classes came on 
board with their tzedakah collections; education director Rabbi Roger Lerner added some collections that had 
come his way.   
 
I am pleased to tell all who participated that on behalf of the classes at the Roth Center, two boxes filled with 
items from our community have arrived in Uganda.  After adding up all the contributions, we raised a total of 
$546.00!  My contact in Serere, Uganda, tells me the money may be used to purchase benches and stools for a 
classroom that is slated to be built; there was money to construct the building, but no money for anything to go 
in it, so I think it's fair to say that we have had a small part in repairing the world.   
 
As it turned out, the end of this story really went beyond my wildest dream.  For more information on the village 
see www.village2villageproject.org, or ask me about it any time. 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Derby Farm Flowers �
�

�����������	
����

�����������������

���������
��

���������
����������������������������������
 ����!����� ��������"#$%�&'(%)"'"�

�

 

������������	

�������
���
�����������������������	

�������
���
�����������������������	

�������
���
�����������������������	

�������
���
����������� ����
�

�������������	��
�
��������
��
�����������������
����	���� �

�
� �����������	�
���
��������������
� ����������������
��
������	�����

������		��
�����
� ����		���
��������

���������
�������
�����	��
� ������
��������������
���������	��� ��������
���
��

�
���������	���
�����
����
��
������	����������

��
���
!
�����������  �� � � ��
����!
�����"������ � �#$%&'()&*+'+�
,�
���
�
���������-��
�.��&���� � �///&,�
���
�
���������&��� �



 

U
P

P
E

R
 V

A
LL

E
Y

 J
E

W
IS

H
 C

O
M

M
U

N
IT

Y
 

R
O

T
H

 C
E

N
T

E
R

 F
O

R
 J

E
W

IS
H

 L
IF

E
 

5 
O

C
C

O
M

 R
ID

G
E

  
H

A
N

O
V

E
R

, N
H

 0
37

55
 

  
R

E
T

U
R

N
 S

E
R

V
IC

E
 R

E
Q

U
E

S
T

E
D

 
             

 
 A

ug
us

t 2
00

7 
Is

su
e 

N
o.

 5
 

    

 
 

September B’Nai Mitzvah Dates 
 

September 1 Ava Schein, daughter of Craig and 

Deborah Schein 

September 8 Henry and Isobel Green, son and 

daughter of Alan Green and 

Frances Cohen 

September 29 Eli Bronstein, son of Eric and 

Caron Bronstein 

   
 

 
 

LITERATURE LOVERS 
We are an enthusiastic reading group and love to discuss books 
which are proposed by the group.  We welcome all new 
participants.  The books to be read and discussed are selected by 
the group two months in advance.   
 

August 26, 7:00 p.m. 

PERIODIC TABLE by Primo Levi 

September 30, 7:00 p.m. 

THE YIDDISH POLICEMEN’S UNION by Michael Chabon. 

 
Literature Lovers usually meets the last Sunday of the month.  
For location, please contact Susan Cohen at 603/643-3611 or by 
email to susancohen3@verizon.net. 
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