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The two themes in this past week’s Torah portion, 
Naso, resonate for us tonight at this annual meeting.  
First is the relationship of each individual and family 
to the tent of meeting and the tabernacle.  The Torah 
portion describes in great detail each family’s 
responsibility in the taking down, setting-up and 
carrying of the “tent of meeting” and the tabernacle 
from one location in the wilderness to the next.  
Second is the blessings that the High Priests were to 
bestow upon the Children of Israel.  We recite them 
in our day at special occasions and simchas. 
 
The responsibility of care for that which is sacred 
and holy falls upon each and every member of a 
community.  Each of us who contributes financially 
to this institution we have created carries an 
expectation of receiving something in return:  Jewish 
education for our children, rabbinical services when 
we need them, and a place to come and to engage in 
prayer.  There is truth to this, but it is only one part. 
 
Each of us also bears the responsibility to care for 
the Upper Valley Jewish Community.  We recognize 
how we have grown, where we are headed, and the 
challenges that await us.  One goal is to create a 
culture dedicated to lifelong learning.  With the 
hiring of Sheila Silverman, our leadership has 
demonstrated its intention to build a community that 
is vibrant and meaningful for members of all ages. 
 
We must acknowledge that there is great diversity in 
the level of comfort many of our members 
experience when coming to the Roth Center for 
Jewish Life.  We are dedicating ourselves to creating 
a space that makes meaningful room for everyone, 
regardless of background or ideology.   
 
It is challenging and very exciting to see such 
positive interest in Jewish learning, Jewish prayer, 
and the building of community.  I believe we can 
reach a level where people will want to be part of the 

Upper Valley Jewish Community not because it is 
“the only show in town” (which is no longer true), 
but because it is here that one may experience the 
richest, deepest and most meaningful encounters 
with those traditions established long ago by 
Abraham, Sarah, Isaac, Rebecca, Jacob, Leah, and 
Rachel. 
 
Our leaders offer us a new era for the Roth Center 
and the Upper Valley.  I applaud Rob Gurwitt as the 
next president of the UVJC, and especially thank 
Michael Holdowsky and the Board of Trustees for 
their arduous work this past year.   
 
To all of you, I express my deepest thanks for the 
privilege of serving as your Rabbi.  All of you 
clearly and brilliantly reflect a Divine image that 
fills our space, be it at the Roth Center, our 
community, or anywhere in the world.  You are with 
me when I journey from Krakow to the Ukraine, to 
the town of Stojanov, and to bring this Jewish 
community back into your hearts.  The Jews who 
once lived there, their souls and their spirit, are with 
me and with you. 
 
May God bless you and keep you 
May God shine God’s countenance unto you and be 
gracious unto you 
May God lift-up God’s countenance unto you and 
give you peace. 
 Amen 
 

Annual Meeting Message from Rabbi Edward Boraz 

Order your LULAV and ETROG for the first day 
of Sukkot:  Tuesday, October 14 

 
Please contact Carole Clarke at 646-0460, no 
later than Monday, September 22, if you would 
like to order a lulav and etrog set for Sukkot 
services.  The cost is $42.00 for each set. 



 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
UVJC Volunteer Officers: 

 
President 
Michael Holdowsky (2009) 
 uvjcpres@valley.net 

Holdowsky@aol.com 
 (H) 603-863-9721 
 
Vice-president 
Bayle Drubel (2009) 

bayledrubel@valley.net 
(H) 603-643-5870 
(F) 603-643-5867 

 
Vice-president 
Gail Marcus (2010) 
 gail.marcus@comcast.net 
 (H) 802-649-1993 
 RELIGIOUS AFFAIRS 
 
Vice-president 
Rob Gurwitt (2009) 

robg@valley.net 
(H) 802-649-2766 

 
Treasurer 
Bill Brown (2011) 
 William.B.Brown.Tu78@ 
 Alum.Dartmouth.org 
 (H) 603-643-6639 
 
Secretary 
Carolyn Gordon (2011) 
 carolyn.gordon@dartmouth.edu 
 (W) 603-646-3047 
 (H) 603-643-5895 
 CONNECTION, 
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Roth Center Offices   
 
 

Rabbi 
Edward Boraz 
 Edward.Boraz@Dartmouth.Edu 
 603-646-0410 
 
Rabbi’s Assistant 
Claudia Palmer 

Claudia.Palmer@Dartmouth.Edu 
 603-646-0410 
 
UVJC Community Coordinator 
Carole Clarke 
 uvjc@valley.net 
 603-646-0460 
 
Education Director 
Lydia B. Sarnevitz 

uvjcschool@valley.net  
(W) 603-646-3887 
(H) 603-763-4838 

 

From UVJC President Mike Holdowsky 
 
I write this on a warm summer day, the dessert offering of our calendar.  At 
this time, thoughts turn to baseball and summer movies; actually, the great 
baseball summer movies!  Cinematic offerings such as Bull Durham (Ah, 
Nick LaLoosh, my icon.), The Natural (Thank you, Bernard Malamud.), 
Eight Men Out (No, not the story of what happens at my childhood 
synagogue when we didn’t get a minyan.), and my favorite, Field of Dreams. 
 
Field of Dreams is the story of one person who has a transcendent vision for 
his community and himself, a vision linking generations, and a vision that 
connects both the physical and the spiritual.  The most famous line from the 
movie, now part of our cultural idiom, is this:  “If you build it, they will 
come.” 
 
If you build it, they will come…. 
 
As we look back to the past year, and as we look ahead to the New Year, the 
UVJC is in the midst of building something wonderful and exciting.  This 
past year, we did indeed celebrate our home, the Roth Center for Jewish Life.  
It is great.  But it is a building.  It is we who make up this magnificent 
community who have turned the Roth Center into a home and have built 
something special.   
 
Over the past twelve months, we have had many wonderful programs to 
stimulate the intellect and feed the soul, to gather our community, and to 
welcome more than twenty young people who joined our community as 
adults this past year (Our b’nai mitzvah!) 
 
This summer, a period which has in the past been somewhat fallow with 
regard to activities, we have had already several exciting programs featuring 
both the talents of our local community and guests from afar.  We hope you 
plan to join us on September 7, at our UVJC picnic at Storrs Pond; and 
please, bring friends! 
 
This is the beginning of a wonderful and exciting re-invigoration of our 
community.  Our new director of lifelong learning, Sheila Silverman, will 
provide substantial leadership in this endeavor.  Also in the New Year, 
relying on our mutual efforts, we will create new and exciting programs for 
all of us at the UVJC, and for the wider community.  We are a group with 
many talents and resources.  In the coming year, we plan to share our gifts, 
and together make the UVJC an even more exciting place.   
 
We will be calling on you to come join us, to share your talents and energies, 
and to build something special together.  If you know of people who would 
like to learn about what is happening at the UVJC, please send us their e-
mail addresses; in this way, many others will come to see what together we 
build. 
 
I wish us all a sweet, happy, and exciting year. 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Other Board of Trustees 

members   
 

Charles Brenner (2009) 
 Charles.brenner@dartmouth.edu 
 (H) 603-795-4458 
 
Sy Conarck (2008) 
 Sy.conarck@valley.net 
 (H) 802-649-1457 
 
Sarah Friedman (2011) 
 Sarah.f@verizon.net 
 (H) 603-643-6284 
 
Rebecca Gottesman (2010) 

rebecca@rebeccasart.com 
(W) 802-356-6200 
(H) 802-649-2558 

 
Susan Israel (2011) 
 susanis@earthlink.net 
 (H) 603-643-1750 
 
Karen Manning (2010) 

kennapriceusa@yahoo.com 
(H) 603-643-7767 

 
Lori Siegel (2010) 

lsiegel.sed@comcast.net 
(H)  603-643-1218 

 
David Sobel (2009) 
 endovet@valley.net 
 603-643-3799 
 
Michael Taxman (2009) 
 mtaxman@valley.net 
 (H) 603-643-0430 
 
 
 
Library :  Fred Lerner 
 
Kiddush Coordinator :  Yoni Neirman 
 
Webmaster :  Sharon Racusin 
 
Membership Coordinator : 
Gloria Finkelstein 
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From the President-elect – Rob Gurwitt 
At the UVJC Annual Meeting on June 11, members heard two sobering 

pieces of news:  we’ve been losing members, and we’re running a deficit.  So you 
might wonder why I’m both excited and honored to be following Mike 
Holdowsky as president. 

To understand my answer, think for a minute about the distance this 
congregation has traveled.  That we’re here at all as a congregation is due only to 
the hard work of a generation of Jews who applied their vision, their common 
sense, their knowledge, and above all their enthusiasm, to building a cohesive 
Jewish community in a place where Jewish life had been scattered and episodic.  
Nothing about our current predicament is as formidable as the challenges they 
faced in crafting and nurturing the Upper Valley Jewish Community in the first 
place. 

So where do we go now? In the first paragraph of his book, God In Search 
Of Man, Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel wrote this:  

 
Religion declined not because it was refuted, but because it became 
irrelevant, dull, oppressive, insipid.  When faith is completely replaced by 
creed, worship by discipline, love by habit; when the crisis of today is 
ignored because of the splendor of the past; when faith becomes an 
heirloom rather than a living fountain; when religion speaks only in the 
name of authority rather than with the voice of compassion—its message 
becomes meaningless… The moment we become oblivious to ultimate 
questions, religion becomes irrelevant and its crisis sets in. 
 
There’s a very fine road map there for any congregation.  We want to be the 

opposite of irrelevant, dull, oppressive and insipid.  We want to be relevant, 
compelling, liberating and… whatever is the opposite of insipid.  Spirited?  
Flavorful?  Spicy?  We want to be a place where faith, heartfelt worship and love 
take it for granted that they have a home.  We want the crises of today to inform 
the way we think and act.  We want our faith to be a living fountain.  We want our 
religion to be a source of compassion and meaning for the dilemmas with which 
we all struggle as human beings.  And, we want to explore the ultimate questions 
as a regular part of our communal life.  That’s the kind of community we want to 
be, and given whom we are, with the wealth of talent and commitment we 
contain, it is absolutely the kind of community we can be. 

But let’s be honest. For every one of us who sees that potential within us, 
there are also Jews who do not, who think the UVJC is hidebound, timid, and 
uninspiring.  There are members who once were active who’ve drifted away 
because we no longer engage them, and Jews who live in the region who’ve 
checked us out and believe we have little to offer them.  We’re going to have to 
earn their attention and, someday, their devotion. 

There are things each of us can do.  The most important is one I borrow 
from the field that I write about professionally, the politics of community life in 
the United States, and it has to do with the difference between being a citizen and 
a consumer of services.  The health of our democracy depends on engaged 
citizens.  I would argue that so does the health of our congregation, and our 
challenge is to encourage the consumers of our services to become citizens of our 
community.  

Over the next few months, we’re going to put together a study group to 
think about where we are along those Heschel waypoints I laid out above, and 
how to go further.  It will be a commitment, but it will also be interesting and 
fulfilling.  We’ll be studying everything from What do we mean by 
“Spirituality”?  to how to make our building and ourselves more welcoming to 
newcomers.  If you’re interested in being a part of this work, please let me know 
at robg@valley.net.  



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DONATIONS 
Yahrzeit Donations 
Gene Kadish and Karen Fryer in memory of Gene’s father, Milton Kadish 
Rick and Harriet Fingeroth  in memory of Harriet’s father, Samuel Rifkin 
Gary and Lynn Schwartz in memory of Gary’s father, Irving Schwartz; and Lynn’s mother, Ellen Farkas 
Bruce Pacht in memory of his uncle, Leon Oringher 
Vida Mark Stollerman  in memory of Leo Mark 
Ellen and Michael Bettmann in memory of Ellen’s father, Henry Hofheimer, Jr. and Michael’s mother, Hilda 
Bettmann 
Yoni and Stephen Neirman and family in loving memory of father and grandfather, Robert Neirman 

 
UVJC General Endowment Fund 
Dianne and Gary Levine in loving memory of Dianne’s father, Julius Sholinsky 
Jeremy Katz 
Sheila and Hyman Kempler 
Michael and Marcy Holdowsky in recognition of their daughter Liane’s Bat Mitzvah 
Rabbi Edward and Shari Boraz 
Gary and Lynn Schwartz in honor of Rabbi Boraz for his work with Erica on her Bat Mitzvah 
Gary and Dianne Levine in memory of Gary’s father Jacob Levine 
 
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 
Barry Rotman in memory of his father, Murray Rotman 
Mort and Shifra Wise in honor of Rabbi Boraz’s 10th anniversary 
 
School Programming Fund 
Michael Herron and Melissa Herman in honor of Roger and Lydia’s wedding 
 
Adult Education Fund 
Sydney and Gloria Finkelstein in memory of Sydney’s father, Joseph Finkelstein 
 
Cemetery Fund 
Barbara Brown in memory of her father-in-law Daniel H. Brown 

 
Please give generously, not only to recognize your love, pride or simchah, but also to enhance our community. 

�  UVJC Endowment:  Contributions of cash or securities, payable to the UVJC Endowment Fund.  Interest will be used 
to support the activities of the community. 

�  Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund:  For charitable purposes as determined by the rabbi. 
�  Library Fund :  For purchase of books and/or other library materials. 
�  Cemetery Fund:  To help with landscaping and maintenance of the UVJC cemetery. 
�  Beautification Fund:  To be used toward furnishings, decorations, and ornamentation to enhance the Roth Center for 

Jewish Life. 
�  UVJC School Programming Fund:  To support special programs over and above the curriculum. 
�  Teen Programming:  To provide support for young adults in our community to participate in Jewish programs. 
�  Adult Education Fund:  To support guest speakers and other special adult programs 

 
Bonnie Kimmelman 
(W) 603-643-7788 
(H) 908-868-2938 

10 Benning Street #177 
W. Lebanon, NH  03784 

b.kimmelman@yahoo.com 
 



 

INTERVIEW WITH SHEILA SILVERMAN, DIRECTOR of LIFELONG LEARNING. 
By Gloria Finkelstein 

[The following conversation has been edited for space considerations.] 
 
Gloria:  Mazel tov! on your new opportunity as UVJC director of lifelong learning.  Already, I feel I have known 
you for a long time!  
 
WHERE ARE YOU FROM? 
Thank you for being a gracious hostess and for making me feel very welcome.  I have traveled a long road.  In 
many ways I believe that I was destined to live in a college town doing what I love best:  being an educator in an 
eclectic Jewish community.  I was born in Russia after WWII to very young parents who were survivors.  After 
years in displaced persons’ camps, our family was brought to Canada.  I lived in Montreal most of my life, was 
an elementary school teacher (taught your cousins!), raised three sons and pursued a serious education after my 
beloved mother died.  

 
I remember my elementary school, Gardenview, the Beth Ora Synagogue, the local St. Louis Shopping Center 
where we found the delicious bakeries, the local deli, and my favorite kid hangout, Hood Park.  I sure miss those 
days. 
 
Life is so unpredictable:  I taught at Gardenview, lived near the shopping center, and attended many simchas at 
Beth Ora. 
 
HOW DID YOU GET INTERESTED IN JEWISH EDUCATION? 
My brother attended Yeshiva; I attended public school.  Every afternoon, five days a week my brother and I 
attended an unaffiliated afternoon school.  (Holocaust survivors did not allow their children to be home alone 
latchkey kids).  I was very lucky that this school was an excellent experience.  We were truly loved by our 
teachers, challenged with a diverse curriculum and were given many opportunities to shine.  At home my mom 
and dad struggled with theological issues but absolutely agreed in their respect for the resilience of the Jewish 
people throughout history.  My parents intrigued my brother and me with stories, especially stories about the 
resilience of the survivors, who were my extended family.  I am a born teacher from a family of teachers.  My 
maiden name is Melamed, which means “teacher.”  My fascination with Judaism naturally led me to follow a 
desire to learn and to teach.  
 
I began my university studies with seven years in psychology, focusing on research.  I was accepted at Stanford 
University’s School of Education, and was lucky to be included in “The Jewish Concentration,” a doctoral 
program for Jewish Educators.  After two terms of being a teacher’s assistant for a professor from New York, he 
asked me to follow my dream of taking a doctorate at the Jewish Theological Seminary.  Little did I know that 
he was Dean of the School of Education.  Under his mentoring, I loved every minute of my 3 years at the 
Seminary.  

 
WHAT DOES THE TITLE "LIFELONG LEARNING" MEAN?  
The phrase “lifelong learning” epitomizes the Jewish belief that all of us are responsible for learning throughout 
our lives.  Every Jew is at once a student and a teacher because we are also supposed to teach what we learn.  
This accounts for a tradition that has lasted thousands of years. 

 
WHAT ENTICED YOU TO MOVE TO HANOVER? 
Three things: 

1. It was an excellent interview.  I understood the requirements and felt that I could not only make a 
significant contribution, but in return, would become part of a wonderful community. 

2. My friend, Eva-Lynn Diesenhaus, with whom I have shared every thought for the last year, persuaded me 
to prioritize quality of life, pushing pushed for New Hampshire versus Chicago or San Francisco.  

3. Given 12 consecutive years in school, I am a person who loves to be on campus.  
 



 

Kiddush Schedule  
August and September 2008 

August  2 Michelle and Steve Goldsmith in celebration of their daughter Sarah as she becomes a bat mitzvah 
August  9 Yoni and Stephen Neirman 
August  16 Sheryl Lerner 
August  23 Aila and Sy Conarck 
August  30 Jill and Paul Young in celebration of their son Joshua as he becomes a bar mitzvah 
 
September 6 Deborah and Aaron Kaplan in celebration of their daughter Rainie as she becomes a bat mitzvah 
September 13 Claudia and Michael Zegans in celebration of their daughter Rebecca as she becomes a bat mitzvah 
September 20 Betty Lauer 
September 27 Rhonda and Alan Siegel in celebration of their daughter Raina as she becomes a bat mitzvah 
 

Continued from previous page 
WHERE ELSE HAVE YOU LIVED IN THE U.S.? 
I have been an administrator in Austin, Texas, Denver, Colorado, and New Jersey.  This has given me a good 
background in teaching and learning. 

 
WHAT ARE YOUR MOST MEMORABLE PROGRAMS TO DATE? 
There are too many to address here, however I promise to share them all as we plan the year.  I will say that we 
will learn a lot and have fun together, and I include families and members of the synagogue in addition to 
children in the school.  We will have programs for many of the holidays, and an especially meaningful Yom 
HaShoah (Holocaust Remembrance Day) evening.  I will intrigue you by mentioning that “kites” will be 
involved in one program.  
 
WHAT ARE SOME OF YOUR GOALS HERE AT THE UVJC? 
To run a school where there is a significant, challenging and consistent curriculum and meaningful programs; to 
institute a consistent adult education program; to bring people into the Roth Center for learning, fun and social 
events; and to create an inviting program for students who have become bar/bat mitzvah.  In general, I plan to 
help show children and adults that learning, teaching and participating are wonderful ways to enrich their Jewish 
lives and help sustain a caring community that does good.  

 
WHAT IF A MEMBER HAS AN IDEA?  HOW MAY KIDS, TEENS OR ADULTS GET INVOLVED? 
Call me – email – write – visit.  You will be rewarded with a truly appreciative leader, a respectful good listener 
and a team player.  

 
HAVE YOU WORKED WITH A LOT OF VOLUNTEERS?  PARENTS? 
Yes, volunteers have much to offer and I wish that more would approach me. 

 
WHAT ARE YOUR HOBBIES, INTERESTS OUTSIDE OF WORK? 
I am an artist who does collage, paints on every imaginable surface, and has developed a new interest in art 
using the Hebrew Alefbet.  I love music, theater and ballet as much as I adore movies.  I like to drive, and will 
head to New York City at the drop of a hat.  

 
WHEN CAN MEMBERS MEET YOU IF THEY MISSED THE RECENT OPEN HOUSE?  HOW CAN THEY 
REACH YOU?  
Call me – email – write – visit. I can be reached at uvjcschool@valley.net and at the school 603-646-0460 and at 
sheila.silverman@att.net .  

   
ANYTHING ELSE YOU WISH TO ADD? 
Thank you to all who have been so warm and welcoming.  I look forward to our conversations:  “Meet you at the 
Roth Center!”  



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From the Director of Education – Sheila Silverman 
 
I am so happy to be here.  I am a story teller which serves me well, as my life has been a wonderful journey.  
Here is an anecdote I shared with those who attended my recent ‘Welcome” gathering.  
 
When I was a young child, I lived in a third floor walk-up in a part of Montreal largely inhabited by Jewish 
immigrants and other folk struggling to make a living for their families.  On the back balcony stood a shed we 
used to store an eclectic array of things that might one day be useful.  My brother and I were not allowed to open 
the door of the shed.  
 
Children of Holocaust survivors were overprotected, to say the least.  On one special day (my eighth birthday) 
my mother barely could contain her excitement as she led me to the shed and told me to open the forbidden door.  
I peeked inside and saw that she had emptied the shed.  On the slat walls hung lengths of string tied to pieces of 
colored chalk.  In the middle of the room, she had placed a few chairs and a small table that held a basket 
containing note pads, sheets of colored paper, pencils, pens, glue, and a box of 64 crayons.  In a home where 
shoes were a luxury and dolls too extravagant, I beheld unexpected treasures.  From that day on, many children 
came to play in my classroom.  I, of course, was the teacher – after all, it was my shed! 
 
I remain forever grateful to a mother who really cared.  When I wrote my letter of intent to Stanford University, I 
wrote about my mom, my teacher.  At the first day welcoming, I was pleased to meet a professor whom I had 
quoted in many papers.  When he finished talking, he asked, “And who are you?”  Before I could finish telling 
him that I was the Montrealer, the mother of three, he said, “Ah, you were the one who wrote about your 
mother!”  Life is so unpredictable!  Or is it? 
 
My profession has been a blessing.  I have great passion for Judaism, and I love teaching as much as I love 
learning.  I know how to inspire teachers, and absolutely love to help children identify with and learn about our 
rich Jewish heritage.  My area of expertise is curriculum, and I am very creative in my methods and in my 
programs.   
 
It really pleases me to be included in the UVJC community and I hope to live here forever.  As a Canadian, I 
well understand “the changing of the guard”; as an educator, I understand that the succession of leadership 
requires many helping hands.  I welcome your suggestions and ideas; please share them with me. 
 
Take care, 
Morah Sheila 

Thanks to all members from Gloria Finkelstein 
  Thanks to all those members who took the time and effort to contribute to the UVJC memory book, DVD 
slide show, and the Rabbi's 10-year memory book.  What a historical adventure it was for me to receive all the 
photos with descriptive captions, to read your brief  biographies, and to hear about our different rabbis, early 
Hebrew  education, life cycle events, and also to enjoy my many engaging telephone, e-mail and in-person 
conversations! 

Special thanks are due to Devora Gronauer for her knowledgeable scrapbooking help, and for donating 
the beautiful Judaic book.  Also, thanks to Harley Friedman and Eric Gottesman for their help in getting the 
DVD slide show up and running, complete with klezmer music! 

My recent time has been well-spent visiting with many UVJC members; many stories and other 
mementoes continue to thrive.   

If you would like to arrange a visit to see the Memory Book, please let us know.  As of this fall and into 
the future, the book will be housed in the Roth Center Library.   

If you have any UVJC stories to share or items to add to the UVJC history book, send them to 
uvjc@valley.net, attention:  Gloria  Finkelstein. 

UVJC history continues.......have a great summer! 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Minutes of UVJC Board Meeting 

May 21, 2008 
 
Present:  Mike Holdowsky (president), Rabbi Boraz, Bill Brown, Bayle Drubel, Sarah Friedman, Rebecca 
Gottesman, Rob Gurwitt, Susan Israel, Karen Manning, Lori Siegel, David Sobel 
 
Absent:  Charlie Brenner, Sy Conarck, Carolyn Gordon, Gail Marcus 
 
A quorum being established, the meeting was called to order at 7:08 PM. 
 
Annual Meeting Date.  The annual meeting unfortunately was scheduled for a time when Rabbi Boraz will be 
away on Project Preservation. The board discussed changing the date, but ultimately decided that it made the 
most sense to stick with the original date of June 11. 
 
Lifelong Learning Director. (Mike Holdowsky) After interviews with the education committee and with people 
with whom she’d worked, Sheila Silverman was hired to be the new director of lifelong learning.  The Rabbi 
noted that we’re committing at a deep level to the notion of ongoing Jewish learning.  Lori S. moved and 
Rebecca G. seconded to approve hiring Ms. Silverman; the board voted unanimously to do so. 
 
Treasurer’s report. (Bill Brown) Bill noted that in part because of this hire and in part because of declining 
membership and tuition payments, the UVJC will need to use a portion of our reserves to balance the budget.  
He noted that this is an investment in generating more energy within the community, with the hope that it will 
ultimately yield more income.  Bill moved to accept the preliminary budget as drawn up by him and Mike, 
which would require taking $30,000 from reserves.  Bayle added the caveat that the board recognizes it is not 
acceptable to do this for three years in a row (the time we estimate it would take for the new education director 
to have an impact) and that the board needs to move quickly to examine ways out of the budget bind.  Lori S. 
seconded the motion, which passed unanimously. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:30 p.m. 
 
Submitted by Rob Gurwitt, approved by Michael Holdowsky. 
 

Tikkun Olam 
 
The Upper Valley Jewish Community has recently formed a Social Action Committee (SAC) in order to engage 
the UVJC community in tikkun olam, traditionally interpreted as “repairing the world.”  From the SAC’s point of 
view, tikkun olam means being actively involved in the UVJC community, the broader Upper Valley community 
and the global community.  
 
Many in the UVJC already are leaders or active participants in local or global volunteer projects.  The SAC will 
serve both to inform the UVJC community of such ongoing activities and to sponsor UVJC participation in one 
local and one international project, either short-term or long-term.  We are looking for innovation, demonstrated 
need (not necessarily financial) and the opportunity to make a real difference.   
 
We want your ideas!  Please share them on the attached questionnaire. You may download and complete 
electronically a copy of the questionnaire from the UVJC website (click on “Education” and then “Social 
Action”).  We invite you also to send us a more complete proposal, or to discuss your ideas by phone, in person, 
or by e-mail with any of the members of the Social Action Committee.  Suggested projects not chosen for SAC 
sponsorship may still receive exposure. 
 

Carolyn Gordon (chair of Social Action Committee)   
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tikkun Olam Questionnaire – UVJC Social Action Committee 

Your name______________________________ 

 

May we contact you to discuss your suggestions further?  If so, please give your phone number 

or e-mail if it not already listed in the UVJC directory. 

 

I. Is there a not-for-profit organization with a presence in the Upper Valley (whose mission 

may be local or global) in which you would like to see UVJC participation?    

Name and location of the organization:   

 

Mission:  

 

 

Ways in which the UVJC can be involved: 

 

 

 

Reliable contact (phone, address, e-mail, website): 

 

 

II. Are you involved in a specific project or do you have ideas for a project that you would 

like to initiate with UVJC involvement? 

Overview: 

 

 

Why do you think this is an important project for UVJC involvement? 

 

 

Please either mail your questionnaire to UVJC-SAC; Roth Center for Jewish Life;  
5 Occum Ridge; Hanover, NH  03755  or 

e-mail your responses to csgordon@dartmouth.edu 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE UVJC SOCIAL COMMITTEE 
Community’s wishes:  many hands make light work 

 
On behalf of the Social Committee, I thank all of you who responded to the survey we sent out. 
 
You gave us some great ideas which are listed below.  In order to make some or all of them happen, your help 
would be greatly appreciated.  It has been the Committee’s experience that many hands make light work.  Please 
peruse the list and contact me at your earliest convenience (my email is sarah.f@verizon.net) so we can work 
together to make next year a great one for the UVJC community. 
 
Wish list of the UVJC community 

-Adopt a senior 
-Adopt families 
-Bridge or other card games  
-Coffee hour (during Sunday school, a lunch time, or whatever the group decides) 
-Create chavurahs (smaller groups of community that meet monthly or quarterly)  
-Dinners in member homes 
-Field trips 
-Hebrew classes 
-Lecture/Film series 
-Mah-jongg games 
-Monthly get-togethers at the Roth Center 
-Movie/game night 
-Planting and tending a communal garden 
-Road trip to a city for Passover shopping 
-Road trips to Boston and Montreal 
-Share a talent 
-Skiing and hiking trips 
-Social awareness group 
-Social groups for children in Hebrew school 
-Socializing with families outside of Hanover/Norwich 
-Visit a nursing home 
-Yoga 
 

As you can see, you sent in A LOT of GREAT ideas!  We would LOVE to do each and every one!  In order to 
do anything, we need your help.  We look forward to hearing from you soon so we can get some of these ideas 
going.  Have a GREAT summer. 
 
The UVJC Social Committee: 

Sarah Friedman Pam Hausler 
Shari Boraz Gloria Finkelstein 
Ellen Moore Lisa Solbert 

Lillian Scranton Sam Westelman 
 
 

UVJC TRIVIA: WHAT YEAR DID YOU ARRIVE IN THE UPPER VALLEY?  WHERE DID YOU COME 
FROM? 
 
Be part of the UVJC membership chain.  Call, write or email uvjc@valley.net to add your name to the growing 
list.  Additional information is always welcome.  
This interesting UVJC trivia list will be published Fall 08. For info contact  
Gloria Finkelstein at 603-643-4311 
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August and September, 2008 B’nai Mitzvah 

 
August 2nd  Sarah Goldsmith 

 
August 30  Joshua Young 

 
September 6  Rainie Kaplan 

 
September 13  Rebecca Zegan 

 
September 27  Raina Siegel 

�
 
 
 
 
 

LITERATURE LOVERS 
 
We are an enthusiastic reading group and love to discuss books 
which are proposed by the group.  We welcome all new 
participants.  The books to be read and discussed are selected by 
the group two months in advance.   
 

 
August 24, 7:00 p.m. 

THE MIND-BODY PROBLEM by Rebecca Goldstein 

 
Literature Lovers usually meets the last Sunday of the month.  For 
location, please contact Susan Cohen at 603/643-3611, or by e-
mail to susancohen3@verizon.net. 
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