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Hanukah and Education
By UVJC Rabbi Edward S. Boraz

Over Dartmouth’s
winter break, I at-
tended a conference
at Yad Vashem’s Ed-

ucational Institute in Jerusalem. The
theme was “Jewish Identity and the
Shoah.” We explored the question of
teaching the Holocaust in terms of
shaping Jewish Identity. More than
220 individuals from 22 countries at-
tended.
On the first night of the conference

(the 3rd night of Hanukah), we had
the privilege of hearing a beautiful
d’var torah on the meaning of
Hanukah by Rabbi Jacob Lau, a Holo-
caust survivor. I would like to share
his story with you.
Rabbi Lau spoke of a grandfather,

all of whose children had intermar-
ried and were unaffiliated. He himself
did not attend a synagogue, neither
was he involved in local Jewish com-
munal life, nor was he especially com-
mitted to Israel. He demanded only
one thing of his children: on the first
night of Hanukah, all the children and
grandchildren would come to his
home to light the first candle and say
the B’rachah – L’hadlikh ner shel
Hanukah (to light the candle of
Hanukah).
The Rabbi asked the grandfather

why each year he required of his fam-
ily just this single act. The man re-
sponded, “Because I want my
children, my grandchildren and their
children, to know from where they
came – they should know they are de-
scendants of Judah Maccabee.’

Rabbi Lau pondered the signifi-
cance of this man’s insight and shared
with us his conclusions. What the
man was really saying is that a Jew
should always know where he or she
came from. A Jew must know if he or
she is from the tribe of Cohen, Levi,
or Yisrael. A Jew should also know
s/he is descended from Judah Mac-
cabee, and could be called upon to
fight for the sacred cause of purifica-
tion of the Temple.  
Long ago, our Rabbis chose to focus

on one minor act during the Jewish
rebellion against Antiochus: the fight
for religious freedom, for monothe-
ism, contained in the story of the mir-
acle that transforms a people when
they struggle to render pure that
which has been made impure. Rabbi
Lau said this struggle to render pure
that which is impure in this world is
one of the “essences” of being Jewish. 
Rabbi Lau went on to explore the

relationship of Hanukah to education
and identity. The root of Hanukah
(the Hebrew letters chet-nun-final
chaf) is the same root found in the
word for education. Hanukah means
dedication and, of course, Jewish
learning requires a deep commit-
ment, a sacrifice of time and energy.
Many connection readers have made
this a sacrifice to give their children a
Jewish education, to maintain from
one generation to the next an identity
unique in this world.  
Jewish identity means to be com-

mitted to tikkun olam whether the
dedication required of us is great or

miniscule. It means raising our chil-
dren within the stories of Abraham
and Sarah, Rebecca and Isaac, Jacob,
Rachel and Leah so they understand
that living a Jewish life requires their
commitment to improving the human
condition for all; one cannot be a Jew
and be indifferent to human suffering.
Jewish education must explore our

traditions and plumb our faith as
deeply as we can in order to inspire
the next generation.
A lesson of the Shoah (and there

are many to be sure) is not only a re-
membrance of suffering. It is a sacred
remembrance inspiring the link be-
tween ourselves and those who per-
ished. We bond ourselves to them, not
simply because they are our ances-
tors, but for because of what they
stood for, lived for and perished for.
They died upholding Jewish tradi-
tions and ethics, our relationship to
God, the importance of family and the
reality of Jewish peoplehood.  
Our congregation provides this ed-

ucation for our young because it is
noble, it enriches our lives, and will
enrich the lives of our children. 
As we maintain our commitment to

educating them, our children, their
children, and those who follow also
will find their Jewish identity.  
Then we will be acting like the

grandfather in Rabbi Lau’s story, who,
upholding one simple tradition,
strengthened his own link to the past
by demonstrating that connection to
his children and grandchildren each
Hanukah: teaching them that a Jew’s
purpose in life is to engage in the
struggle to render pure that which has
been made impure, even if we perish
in doing so.
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President’s
Message
by Rusty Sachs

Here’s some history, albeit a tad truncated.  
First the dinosaurs died off, then Moses confronted the burning

bush. Finally, a very small group of Jews in the Upper Valley decided
to confederate. Even prior to installing Gordon Silverman as its first
(albeit non-rabbi) religious leader around 1970, people felt the need
for a formal institution of some sort. Thus gestated the Upper Valley
Jewish Community, not congregation.  

The name was a good choice at the time – inoffensive, not too
brash – and in keeping with a principal concern of folks involved
nearly half a century ago: Maintain a low profile, as you never know
what the future may bring; we recently survived a devastating period
of history and we don’t want to tempt fate. If newcomers to the com-
munity want to find us they’ll manage, but only after putting in a bit
of effort.  

But, let’s face it folks, our name lacks a persuasive Jewish identity
and sounds rather like a faded index entry in an old telephone book.
(Remember telephone books? In this era of smartphones, many do
not.) Today, our membership carries a different attitude toward He-
braic identity.

Which brings me to the real concern of this issue. We deserve a
Hebrew name to augment the title “Upper Valley Jewish Community.”
And while we’re at it, we should recognize that we really are a con-
gregation, even if not affiliated with any particular flavor of Judaism.

(Indeed, our membership is widely distributed in background
among Conservative and Reform traditions, with a fair representation
of Orthodox as well. Plus a few Reconstructionist folk and a signifi-
cant number of mixed and interfaith families.)  

But before assuming a Hebrew name to go along with our English
one, the board of directors needs to hear from you.

We have two suggestions, each to be suffixed with “Upper Valley
Jewish Community.” – Drum roll, please:

Beit Shalom – House of Peace

Ruach Ha-emek – Spirit of the Valley

Like one? Like neither? Suggest another name?  

Send your thoughts to laura@iguy.org
by February 10th,

and we’ll have a community online vote soon after.
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From the UVJC Director of Education
Madeline Cooper

This December, I had the opportunity to
teach our third, fourth, and fifth grade stu-
dents. We took a pause from our regular cur-
riculum to engage in Torah Lishma – learning
for the sake of learning. Our students spent
the month questioning and breaking down
assumptions, challenging what they had
learned in the past in their quest to gain a
deeper understanding of the complexities of
Jewish tradition.

We began the month by studying a
Baraita (section of Rabbinic commentary)
from Babylonian Talmud Shabbat 21b:

Our sages taught: The mitzvah of
Hanukkah is a candle for a man and his
household, and those who enhance (mehadrin): a candle for each per-
son.And those who really enhance (mehadrin min hamehadrin): Bet
Shammai says: On the first day one lights eight and from then on one con-
tinues to decrease, and Bet Hillel says: On the first day one lights one and
from then on one continues to increase (Translation by Jeffrey Spitzer).
This baraita sets forth four ways of lighting of Hanukkah candles, compli-

cating the notion that lighting candles on Hanukkah is a simple tradition. The
base level of obligation is for an individual to light one candle on each night of
Hanukkah, on behalf of their entire family or household. The baraita then in-
troduces the term mehadrin or one who goes above and beyond the basic re-
quirement, indicating that on each night of Hanukkah, each person in a family
would light his or her own candle.

The highest level of enhancement envisioned by the baraita is the mehadrin
min hamehadrin, or those who go above and beyond the mitzvah to the highest
level.  These people light a different number of candles each night, as we do
today. However, even here we see a machlochet or disagreement between two
of the most famous Rabbis in the Talmud: Either we begin at eight candles and
decrease to one, as is recommended by Shammai, or we begin at one and in-
crease to eight, as is recommended by Hillel.

If you ever have lit Hanukkah candles, you probably know that Hillel won
this debate. However, our students did not let this ancient debate stay in the
past.  Instead, they tried it out for themselves, lighting the Hanukkah candles
in the methods of both Hillel and Shammai, and participated in a lively debate,
taking the sides of both rabbis.

In the end, Hillel won our classroom debate. However, the real lesson was
not about candles, or even about Hanukkah. Instead, our students were learn-
ing about the concept of a Machlochet L’Shem Shamayim:  a concept from the
Mishnah meaning “an argument for the sake of heaven.”

Despite their vehement disagreements as recorded throughout the Talmud,
both Hillel and Shammai, as well as their respective schools, maintained posi-
tive personal relationships with one another.  In our ever-divisive world today,
this idea, which is so central to Jewish study, is increasingly radical. What makes
it even more important, is that we pass this Jewish mindset onto our children.
To me, Jewish education is not only what content we teach, but how we teach
the next generation to approach the world around them.

And I could not be more proud that our students were able to engage in
this traditional method of Jewish argument, thought, and study at such a young
age.



KIDDUSH SCHEDULE
DECEMBER 2016 – JANUARY 2017/5776

FEBRUARY
4

Yoni and Stephen Neirman
11

Diane Roston
18

Thomas Cochran
25

Alice Berliner

MARCH
4

Kathy and Jeff Parsonnet
11

Jeff Lubell
18

Bonnie Kimmelman
25

Deb Kaplan

Responsibility to prepare our weekly Shabbat kiddush
is rotated among UVJC volunteers who attend services.
Preparing kiddush for the congregation is a great way
to celebrate a birthday, graduation, wedding anniver-
sary, or to commemorate a loved one’s yahrzeit. It’s also
an opportunity to get together with old friends and
make new ones.
For those unfamiliar with the tradition of Shabbat

morning kiddush, it is the time following the service
when we gather over wine, grape juice, challah and
other goodies. But most of all, we come together to

Volunteer to Sponsor a Shabbat Morning Kiddush
enjoy Shabbat with good fellowship.
Wine, grape juice, paper goods and cups are supplied

by the UVJC. The weekly kiddush volunteer supplies the
challah.
One may add to the fare if one wishes. For example,

herring, gefilte fish, cheese, cookies, coffee cake, sweet
rolls, pretzels, or fruit make nice additions to the kid-
dush table.
If you have questions, want to sponsor a kiddush,

please contact Yoni Neirman evenings at 802-649-3234,
or by email at yoniltsneirman@gmail.com.
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Colorful and elegantly-arranged baskets of food
provide the festive beauty of flowers

and infuse your occasion with the spirit of tikkun olam.
Afterwards, the contents are donated to food pantries.   

Perfect for B’nai mitzvah, Kiddushes and other occasions.
The Social Action Committee is delighted to

prepare the baskets. You pay only for the contents.
For further info, contact UVJCSocAction@gmail.com

A
Beautiful Alternative

to Flowers

Bimah Baskets
and

Centerpieces
for B’nai Mitzvah

and other special occasions
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Adult Education Fund:
To support guest speakers and other

special adult programs

Beautification Fund:
To be used toward furnishings, decorations,

and ornamentation to enhance the
Roth Center for Jewish Life.

Cemetery Fund:
To help with landscaping and maintenance

of the UVJC cemetery.

Library Fund:
For purchase of books or
other library materials.

Endowment:
Contributions of cash or securities, payable to the
UVJC Endowment Fund. Interest will be used
to support the activities of the community.

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund:
For charitable purposes

as determined by the Rabbi.

School Programming Fund:
To support special programs

over and above the curriculum.

Teen Programming:
To provide support for young adults in

our community to participate in Jewish programs.

There are many opportunities for donors to designate
a gift to the Upper Valley Jewish Community.

Please give generously throughout the year.
Please make your check payable to either “UVJC” or “Upper Valley Jewish Community,”

noting the name of the fund on the memo line.
Donations may be directed to the UVJC General Fund

or specifically to one of the following funds:

Havdallah & Hot Chocolate
By Laura Rosenthal

A big crowd gathered on a chilly January 7 for Havdallah, hot chocolate, appetizers and songs.
Jeff Lubell and daughter Ella (left), and thanks to David Hoffer for leading the songs(right).
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We are members of an enthusiastic reading group who love to discuss books proposed by group
members. We welcome new participants. Come join us! Literature Lovers usually meets at 7:00
PM the last Sunday of the month, unless otherwise noted.

For location or information, please contact
Susan Cohen at 603-643-3611, or email at sncohen037@gmail.com. 

Literature Lovers

A controversial examination of 
the Jewish “success story” in American 

that questions notions of
identity, assimilation, and ethnicity.

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 26
The Jews in America

Four Centuries of an Uneasy Encounter:
A History

by Arthur Hertzberg

This novel is about relationships in an extended family.
Two brothers and their families live in the same duplex. The
reviews talk about family secrets. Although the main secret
is obvious to the reader, the character development, events,
reactions are captivating.

The story mostly takes place in Brooklyn and Long Is-
land starting a few years after WWII. It is very interesting
and easy to read.

This book is available through interlibrary loan from
more than 25 libraries in NH.

Literature Lovers usually meets at 7:00 PM the last Sun-
day of the month, unless otherwise noted. For location or
more information, please contact Susan Cohen at (603)
643-3611, or sncohen037@gmail.com.

SUNDAY, MARCH 26
The Two-Family House

by Lynda Cohen Loigman
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Yahrzeit Contributions
Harvey Greenberg in memory of
his father, Edward Greenberg
Daniel Levin in memory of
his grandmother, Ida Levin
Peter Aptakin in memory of
his father, Samuel Aptakin

Paul and Sue Etkind in memory of
Paul's mother, Mae Etkind
Rusty Sachs in memory of
his father, Ernest Sachs, Jr.

and his grandfather, Ernest Sachs, Sr.
Thomas Cochran in memory of

a favorite teacher,
Elieser Slomovic

John Schiffman in memory of his parents,
Monroe and Frances Schiffman
Jill Schiffman in memory of
her father, Saul Greenspan

Paul and Sue Etkind in memory of
Sylvia Semel

Daniel Levin in memory of
his grandmother, Jeanne Fond

UVJC General Fund
Andrew Hoffman

David Leib
Gene Semel

Rabbi Edward and Shari Boraz

UVJC Endowment Fund
Jeremy Katz

Cemetery Fund
Barbara Brown in memory of her father, Joseph Halpern

and her mother-in-law, Yetta Brown

Torah Restoration Fund
David and Deborah Hoffer

in honor of Thomas Cochran
Dianne and Gary Levine

in memory of Dianne’s grandfather,
Louis Pazornik

Jocelyn Chertoff and her family:
Russell, Nji, Anna, Brian and Tizzy

in memory of Chris Brown,
husband, father and father-in-law

School Programming Fund
Ellen and Michael Rumelt

Funded in part by the Jewish Federation of NH

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
Fusan and Mark Israel in memory of Mark's father,

Sydney Israel
Skip and Marilyn Sturman

Richard and Andrea Kremer in memory of
their parents,

Harold A. McCrensky and Mary McCrensky
and Amy S. Kremer and Leonard E. Kremer, M.D.

Richard Kremer in memory of
his dear friend,

Shelly Hosen, a very special guy

The UVJC gratefully acknowledges the following people
for gifts to our High Holiday Appeal:

Gene and Judith Bassin
Richard Abel and Roberta Berner

Charles Cole and Liz Ryan
Roger Feldman

Dennis and Laura-Beth Goodman
Michael and Maryann Kaplinsky

Phillip and Marian Schaefer
Gary and Lynn Schwartz
Peter and Anne Silberfarb
Jan Smernoff-O’Donnell

Barry Smith
Jonathan and Julia Weiss

Keep up with what is
happening at the UVJC
today, next week and into
the future on Facebook.

Please request to join
the UVJC page today at
facebook.com/groups/

359003357910/

NEW MEMBERS
Please welcome back UVJC member:

AMOS KORNFELD
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DO YOU KNOW????
. . . where everything Jewish is going on in the Upper Valley?

. . . where you can find the entire TANACH read to you in Hebrew?
. . . where there are links to popular local destinations and local weather?

. . . where there is a database of everything Jewish for your region, including
learning links and candle-lighting times?

Visit the UVJC website OFTEN, for ALL the news: www.uvjc.org
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