
קשר
Hanukkah: Eight Nights of Presence, Illumination, and Hope

As the days get shorter and the nights get darker, our tradition wisely invites 
us to set aside eight nights to be present, bring in more light, and rekindle our 
lives with hope. Of course, it's not just a response to the seasonal change and 
diminishing of light, but about the bedrock stories and delicious foods of Ha-
nukkah. With our oily treats of latkes and sufganiyot (doughnuts), we literally 
ingest and embody the lessons of our holiday of illumination and hope. In 
our busy lives we set aside eight nights, as treasured and miraculous gifts, to 
simply be present and light the candles. We bring more light into our homes 
and hearts, while we remember the miracles in our lives and commemorate the 
little bit of oil that was supposed to last for just one day, but lasted for eight 
instead. There’s also the miracle of the few over the many, the weak over the 
strong, the outer battles and inner struggles, as the ancient Temple in Jerusalem 
was rededicated (Hebrew word, Hanukkah) following its desecration by King 
Antiochus IV (167-164 BCE). When we kindle the menorah/hanukkiah (think 
ancient oil lamps lit with pure olive oil), we activate the principle of pirsum 
ha’nes / publicizing and sharing the miracle. This simple ritual brings a flicker-
ing of much needed illumination and hope into our lives during this time.

Some of you may know that I returned home recently from a three-day Jewish, 
silent retreat (yes there is such a thing) with the IJS/Institute for Jewish Spiri-
tuality in Garrison, NY. Among many of the teachings, insights, meals eaten 
in silence, prayers, songs, and stories shared, one “oldy but goody” stands 
out. It reveals a lesson that—with illumination—we can experience the ordi-
nary day-to-day of our lives as truly miraculous, even eternally meaningful. 
In the short version of this story from Chelm, Shmuel heard about a place 
called “the afterlife” in shul and decided to go in search of it. He left town 
and headed towards the mountains. As it got dark, he rested and pointed his 
shoes in the direction he was going so that when he woke up he’d remember 
the right direction to continue on his journey. During the night, an angel 
appeared and changed the direction of his shoes. Shmuel woke up, put on 
his shoes and followed in the way that they pointed. Approaching a village 
he thought to himself, “Hmmm, this looks familiar.” The people of the town 
even greeted him. He came to a house that looked oddly familiar, and was 
greeted by a woman who looked like his wife and children who looked like 
his children. The cooked potatoes she made even tasted familiar to the dish 

[Continued on pg 7...]

D’VAR HA’RAV: A WORD FROM RABBI MARKדבר הרב

THE JEWISH CONNECTION
DECEMBER 2025 ◦ ISSUE 101

בתוך

GATHER TOGETHERביחד

INSIDE THIS ISSUE

TALK OF THE SEASON:
Dreidel as a Game of Life (pg 4)

COMMUNITY SPOTLIGHT: 
Tots in the News (pg 6)

UVJC’s Third Annual  
New Year’s Day Brunch

Thursday, January 1, 2026  
11am-1:30pm 
Roth Center, Hanover, NH

Enjoy goodies including 
Montreal bagels, salads, 
desserts, mimosas, and more! 
But especially enjoy gathering 
with families and UVJC friends, 
new and old, to welcome in 
the new year.

All are welcome! 
No RSVP required!
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מהנשיא
As we speed through the year, it’s important to pause and appreciate our 
UVJC moments, big and small, along the way. They all nurture our rela-
tionships with each other. Our community continues to thrive because of the 
dedication, enthusiasm, and care brought by each one of you.

During Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur, we offered multiple service op-
tions to ensure everyone felt included. Thank you to our many volunteers 
who made them possible. Lighting the menorah together on the first night of 
Hanukkah at the Roth Center brought warmth and joy to all of us. Ringing 
in 2026 at our New Year’s Day Brunch will continue another wonderful 
tradition, and we are so thankful to Monte Blaustein for once again agreeing 
to lead this fabulous start to the new year. Our Shabbat services continue to 
be well attended and foster weekly restoration. The Lunch & Learns that 
follow services once or twice per month cover a wide breadth of topics and 
inspire communal learning.

Hebrew School is flourishing, and our revitalized teen Jew Crew brings new 
enthusiasm for participating. The November teen trip to Boston was both 
educational and offered special bonding for those who participated. From Is-
raeli dancing to mahjong, and from baby namings to b’nai mitzvot and wed-
dings, our celebrations highlight the joy and diversity of our congregation.  
We share personal kudos in the “Good News” section of our Weekly Update 
so that we can all take joy in each other's milestones and achievements.

While we celebrate all of that, we also prioritize our mission to support 
those in need, strengthening our bonds within and beyond our community. 
From offering meals and rides to standing beside those who are grieving, we 
strive to ensure that no member feels alone during difficult times. This fall, 
our Social Action Committee responded decisively to the challenges faced 
by our region by directing support to the Haven Community Market, the 
Claremont Soup Kitchen, and the Claremont Warm Welcome Shelter. With 
dignity and compassion, these local organizations provide food and shelter, 
and our contributions help sustain their critical work. 

None of this would be possible without our devoted Board of Trustees and 
the many volunteers who give their time, wisdom, and care to our syna-
gogue, the Upper Valley, and beyond. As the days grow shorter and tem-
peratures continue to drop, I hope you all feel and share the UVJC light and 
warmth. Wishing you a season filled with connection, meaning, and hope 
for the New Year.

L’Shalom,

COMMUNITY MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
VOLUNTEER  
BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
JULY 2025 - JUNE 2026

PRESIDENT 
Lori Siegel 
president@uvjc.org 
(c) 603-359-3228

VICE-PRESIDENTS 
Rachel Coombs 
rehcoombs@gmail.com 
(c) 802-649-2975

Robert Greene 
robmn2010@gmail.com 
(c) 952-412-6591

TREASURER 
Monte Blaustein 
treasurer@uvjc.org 
(c) 603-417-1121

SECRETARY 
Rhonda Siegel 
rhondasiegelfourdaughters@
gmail.com 
(c) 603-359-5148

ADDITIONAL TRUSTEES
Steven Bachner 
sjcmbach@aol.com 
(h) 802-649-5640

Roberta Berner 
abelberner@gmail.com 
(h) 603-790-8365

Erica Hiller 
ericajeanhiller@gmail.com 
(h) 603-277-9490

Fred Lerner 
fred@fredlerner.org 
(h) 802-295-6548

Rachel Makofsky 
rachel_makofsky@yahoo.com 
(c) 917-520-6821

Talia Manning 
talia.manning@gmail.com 
(c) 781-752-7087

Dana Pilchik 
danapilchik@gmail.com 
(h) 603-678-5953

Diane Roston 
dinadmr@gmail.com 
(h) 603-643-8098

Gary Schwartz 
LyGaSchwartz@aol.com 
(h) 603-643-2957

Robert Shumsky 
shumsky@dartmouth.edu 
(h) 603-397-2698

Amanda Silver 
silveramanda@gmail.com 
(c) 917-445-8653

Lori

Wishing you a happy Hanukkah!
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בית ספר
Hello from the Hebrew School Hallway,

It’s very quiet here during Thanksgiving break but we have had a lot of 
activities this fall: 

The Jew Crew trip to Boston was a highlight. We brought 16 teens and 5 
adults from three different congregations to see the New England Holocaust 
Memorial, the Vilna Shul, Milk Street Kosher cafe, Coolidge Corner in 
Brookline, and Mayyim Hayyim—the mikveh in Newton. Students learned 
about immersion and the Jews of Beacon Hill in the early 1900s. A few 
students had their first ride on a streetcar and their first meal in a kosher 
restaurant. None had ever been to a mikveh before. 

The Hebrew school held a Thanksgiving seder. Yes, that’s right—not a Pass-
over or Rosh Hashana seder but a Thanksgiving one! We had a Haggadah 
that featured excerpts from the Declaration of Independence, stories about 
Hayim Salomon (a Jewish financier of the American Revolution), made 
Thanksgiving seder plates and pinecone turkeys, and sang patriotic songs 
including “God Bless America” by Irving Berlin (born Israel Beilin).

Tot Shabbat is going strong and we are welcoming lots of new families into 
the Kol Ha’Emek fold. Our annual L’dor Vador Tot Shabbat featured a nice 
mix of elders, parents, and tots enjoying shabbat ruach together.  

Kitah Koof (aka the pre-K / Kindergarten class) made a big hanukkiah to 
kickstart our fundraiser for heating oil for local families in danger of being 
in the cold this winter. Please help us raise $900 so we can fill our hanukki-
ah and light all nine flames ($100 per candle; follow along with our progress 
on the bulletin board in the Roth Center). You can contribute by sending a 
check or making an online donation to the UVJC’s Social Action Fund with 
a memo indicating “Hanukkah Oil”—the money will go to the Heating 
Helper’s program at LISTEN Community Services.

HEBREW SCHOOL AND YOUTH HAPPENINGS

Melissa

Above: Photos from the Jew Crew trip to 
Boston.

Thanksgiving seder pinecone turkey art project.Kita Koof makes a hanukkiah for the 
“Hanukkah Oil” fundraiser.
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TALK OF THE SEASON: INTERPRETING DREIDEL AS A GAME OF LIFEשיחת העונה

MIRIAM HILLER | OCTOBER 18, 2025 
Daughter of Erica & Marc Hiller

!MAZAL TOV, B’NAI MITZVAHמזל טוב

Thank You Chefs!
As we conclude our 10th year of 
cooking for the Haven's Homeless 
Shelter, we would like to thank all of 
those who contributed their time and 
culinary efforts in 2025.

A big THANK YOU to:

And a very special shout out to Alice 
Berliner who pioneered and led our 
group for 10 years. We will miss your 
leadership!

Martha Bass
Sue Berg
Alice Berliner
Jean Brown
Hayley DeLugach
Jonathan Frishtick
Carolyn Gordon

Pam Hausler
Lori Hirshfield
Roseanne Kramer
Gary Schwartz
Lynn Schwartz
Phyllis Whitney
Lisa Wypyszinski

What’s the origin of the dreidel? As you might guess, there are a few 
opinions.

“The dreidel or sevivon is perhaps the most famous custom associ-
ated with Hanukkah. Indeed, various rabbis have tried to find an 
integral connection between the dreidel and the Hanukkah story. 
The standard explanation is that the Hebrew letters—nun, gimmel, 
hey, and shin—stand for “nes gadol hayah sham / a great miracle 
happened there.” One 19th Century rabbi maintained that Jews 
played with the dreidel to fool the Greeks if they were caught study-
ing Torah which had been outlawed. In reality, all of these elaborate 
explanations were invented after the fact. The dreidel game original-
ly had nothing to do with Hanukkah; it has been played by various 
people in various languages for many centuries (England, France, 
Italy, Germany)... Thus, the dreidel game represents an irony of 
Jewish history: in order to celebrate the holiday of Hanukkah which 
celebrates our victory over cultural assimilation, we play the dreidel 
game which is an excellent example of cultural assimilation. (A Dif-
ferent Light, Zion and Spectre, p.177-78)

Life, like a dreidel, is constantly spinning with uncertainty. When we 
play dreidel, its Hebrew letters determine how much gelt each player 
receives. We never really know what we’re going to get and with 
each turn we take a chance. As a game of life, try giving it a spin:

•	If we land on nun, take none. Identify recent, missed opportunities 
in your life.

•	If we land on gimmel, take “all.” Make more “me time” in 2026.
•	If we land on hey, take “half.” Create an engaging experience to 

share with others.  
•	If we land on shin, “put two in.” Give back and “put in” time and 

effort on something new.

UVJC celebration of the first night of Hanukkah, 
12/14/2025.



DONATIONS (THRU 12/1/25)  
RECEIVED WITH GRATITUDE:

GENERAL FUND

Danny, Judy, and Richard Abel, 
Stephen Elliott and Marina 
Machado in celebration of the 
birthday of Roberta Berner
Larry Brown in appreciation of Rabbi 
Mark and Eastman UVJC Shabbat services
Cher Carroll
Sue and Paul Etkind in memory of 
Sandra Hausler, mother of Scott Hausler
Samuel Hampel
Deborah and David Hoffer in appre-
ciation of Pam Hausler
Bonnie Kimmelman in honor of 
David Szelowski completing his 
journey of conversion
Meredith Lewko
Tamara Nixon sponsoring Shabbat 
Kiddush on October 11, 2025
Shelby Olender and Dylan Ofri in 
appreciation of Rabbi Mark officiating 
their wedding service
Judy and Thomas Oxman
Carol Petsonk in memory of Susan 
Rae Brown
Carol Petsonk in memory of Ed and 
Julia Petsonk
Paula Rayman in honor of Melissa 
Herman
Emily and Aaron Rivkin
Ellis Rolett in memory of Mark Severs
Marlene and Rusty Sachs
Nancie Severs in memory of Anne 
Silberfarb, wife of Peter Silberfarb
Sarah Slotznick
Clifford Stein
Alec Struver
Irvin Varkonyi

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND

Debra Birenbaum in honor of Monte 
Blaustein
Bruce Grossman in honor of Rabbi 
Mark Melamut
Erica and Marc Hiller in honor of the Bat 
Mitzvah of their daughter Miriam Hiller
Karen and Kenneth Kaliski
Jana and Brian Melamut in memory 
of Sheldon Jay Melamut

SCHOOL PROGRAMMING FUND

Susan and Mark Israel in memory of 

Sidney and Hannah Israel, Mark’s parents
Heather Martin in honor of Charlie 
Gamble

UVJC ADULT EDUCATION FUND

Yoni and Stephen Neirman in honor 
of the marriage of Myra Parsonnet to 
Raffi Wineburg

UVJC CEMETERY FUND

Barbara Brown in memory of Sarah 
Halpern, her mother
Jane Lipson in memory of C.C. “Kelly” 
Gotlieb, her father

UVJC ENDOWMENT FUND

Roberta Berner and Richard Abel
Judith and James Bernat
Sue and Paul Etkind
Gloria and Sydney Finkelstein
Robert Greene
Deborah and David Hoffer
Stephanie and Jeremy Katz
Meredith Lewko
Talia and Jeremy Manning
Yoni and Stephen Neirman
Kathy and Jeffrey Parsonnet
Dana and Evan Pilchik
Nancie Severs, Aaron & Megan, 
David & Sarah, Noah, Terran, Wesley 
& William in loving memory of Mark B. 
Severs
Lynn and Gary Schwartz
Lori and Corey Siegel
William Solomon in honor of Monte 
Blaustein

UVJC HIGH HOLIDAY APPEAL

John Alexander
Gary Apfel
Iris Berezin
Judith and James Bernat in appre-
ciation for wonderful services and for 
Rabbi Mark and Chris DePierro
Debra Birenbaum
Annette and Arnold Brown
Lillie Butler

Audra Charron and David Leib
Sidra Ezrahi and Bernard Avishai
Janice and Bill Fischel in memory of 
Isadore Goldberg, Beatrice Silberman 
Goldberg, Jack Fischel and Lois Fischel, 
their parents
Mary and Mark Friedman
Laura-Beth Goodman
Patricia Glowa and Donald Kollisch
Janet Goldberger
Robert Greene
Carol and David Greenfield
Susan Greenstein
Ellen Helijas
Jason Hirschhorn
Bill Jacobs
Antoinette Jacobson
Deborah and Aaron Kaplan
Beth Kanell
Barbara and Robert Kersch
Betty Lauer in memory of Larry Lauer 
and Eva Weissberger, her husband and 
sister
Robert Lewy
Talia and Jeremy Manning
Talia and Jeremy Manning (Arava 
Institute & VT/NH Senior Programs)
Lucas Mendelson
Joshua Neirman
Yoni and Stephen Neirman
Judy and Thomas Oxman
Dora Polunovskaya
Diane and Leslie Riman
Ellis Rolett
Benjamin Rosenfeld
Jill and John Schiffman
Daniel Schneider
Nancie Severs
Lisa and Jeffrey Silbert
Annie Silverstein
Barry David Smith
Colleen and Peter Tannenbaum
Michael Weiss
Jonathan B. Wynn
Jeanne Zucker

[Continued on pg 6...]

!THANK YOU KINDLY FOR YOUR GENEROSITYתודה רבה
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COMMITTEE CHAIRS

ADULT EDUCATION COMMITTEE 
Fred Lerner

CARING & CHESED COMMITTEE 
Roberta Berner

CEMETERY COMMITTEE 
Devora & Robert Gronauer

COMMUNICATIONS  
COMMITTEE 
Talia Manning

EDUCATION COMMITTEE 
Anne Gelb, Erica Hiller,  
Deborah Hoffer

FINANCE COMMITTEE 
Monte Blaustein

ISRAEL AFFAIRS COMMITTEE 
Judith Hertog

JOINT BUILDING  
& PLANNING COMMITTEE 
Lori Siegel, Chris DePierro

KIDDUSH COORDINATOR 
Yoni Neirman

LIBRARY COMMITTEE 
Fred Lerner

NEW MEMBER WELCOME 
COMMITTEE 
Monte Blaustein

RUACH COMMITTEE 
David Hoffer

SECURITY COMMITTEE 
Paul Etkind

SOCIAL ACTION COMMITTEE 
Lynn Schwartz

UPPER VALLEY DAYENU CIRCLE 
Talia Manning

Committees are open to all.

ROTH CENTER OFFICES

RABBI 
Mark Melamut 
rabbi@uvjc.org 
603-646-0460

OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR 
Chris DePierro 
office@uvjc.org 
603-646-0460

DIRECTOR OF EDUCATION 
Melissa Herman 
school@uvjc.org 
603-646-3887

Our intergenerational Tot Shabbat program at the Kilton Library was fea-
tured in this month’s issue of The New Hampshire Jewish Reporter!

COMMUNITY SPOTLIGHT: TOTS IN THE NEWSעדכונים

[DONATIONS continued from pg 5]

UVJC SOCIAL ACTION FUND

Iris Berezin
Roberta Berner and Richard Abel in 
support of local Food Banks
Sue and Paul Etkind in support of 
local Food Banks
Janet Goldberger in support of local 
Food Banks
Talia and Jeremy Manning
Yoni and Stephen Neirman in sup-
port of local Food Banks
Arline and Barry Rotman in support 
of local Food Banks
Lynn and Gary Schwartz
Lynn and Gary Schwartz in memory 
of Sandra Hausler, mother of Scott 
Hausler

YAHRZEIT CONTRIBUTIONS

Eric Arnold in memory of Esther 
Shlachter Arnold, his mother
Eric Arnold in memory of Irving 
Arnold, his father

Thomas Cochran in memory of 
Michael Spencer, his friend
Aila Conarck in memory of Sy 
Conarck, her husband
Aila Conarck in memory of Ann 
Yanover, her mother
Vivian and Kenneth Dolkart in mem-
ory of Grace Dolkart, Kenneth’s mother
Vivian and Kenneth Dolkart in mem-
ory of Morris Dolkart, Kenneth’s father
Sue and Paul Etkind in memory of 
Herbert Etkind, Paul’s father
Sue and Paul Etkind in memory of 
Mae Etkind, Paul’s mother
Harriet and Rick Fingeroth in memo-
ry of Grace Fingeroth, Rick’s mother
Karen Fryer and Gene Kadish in 
memory of George Fryer, Karen’s father
Nancy Graham in memory of Norman 
J. Scadron, her father
Jane and Harvey Greenberg in 
memory of Edward Greenberg, 
Harvey’s father
Jane and Harvey Greenberg in 
memory of Sheryl Guild, Harvey’s sister

[Continued on pg 7...]
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[D'VAR HA'RAV continued from pg 1] 

he liked from home. His town and the afterlife did seem the same as the place that he knew, but in all honesty, 
it seemed much better.

Bringing light to the eight nights of Hanukkah has the potential to change the way that we see and experience the 
ordinary day-to-day. It can accentuate, elevate, and even illuminate deep insights into the meaning of our own 
lives. We learn from our ancient sources that “The soul of a person is a candle to the Divine; revealing all of a 
person’s inner life.” (Proverbs 20:27) The essence of each of us (soul) is a vessel for the ongoing Divine flow, and as 
we grow our light each night, the light of the Divine expands with us and in the world. Hanukkah’s eight nights are 
opportunities to increasingly grow our glow, share it with others, and see the Divine ember or spark in everything.

With more light comes a much needed afterglow of hope.  “Hanukkah occurs during this time of year because 
winter means darkness on many levels. In addition to the physical aspects of shorter and colder days, this 
month is an island in a sea of potential spiritual darkness… During the dark winter months, when the poten-
tial to lose hope and spiral downward is present, Hanukkah comes to dispel the fear, the lost hope, and the 
spiritual agony. It comes to kindle a small beacon of inspiration for us, and to help us recognize that there is 
always hope. All is not lost, and there is so much potential to grow. We just need to kindle that first light, and 
the result will be a conflagration!” (Bnei Yissaschar, Maamarei Chodshei Kislev-Teves 4:113,4:86)

May eight nights of our presence incline the lights of our hearts and homes towards warmth and comfort, illu-
mination and hope, and (of course) towards lots of latkes too.

Hag Urim Sameach / Happy Festival of Lights, Happy Hanukkah iiiiIiiii

Rabbi Mark

!WE JOYOUSLY WELCOME OUR NEWEST MEMBERSברוכים הבאים

Sergey & Anna Bratus ◦ Amy & Kent Hikida ◦ Adrienne Moraff & Gregory Morris     
Melissa & Thomas Schwedhelm* ◦ Marlene & Jerry Schwertzer  [*returning]

[DONATIONS continued from pg 6]

Roberta Kaufman in memory of 
Dennis M. Kaufman
Joanne and Roger Lenke in memory 
of Helen Lenke, Roger’s mother
Joanne and Roger Lenke in memory 
of Eleanor C. Nemes, Joanne’s mother
Diane and Gary Levine in memory of 
Abraham Rosenberg, Gary’s grandfather
Yoni and Stephen Neirman in mem-
ory of Mark Schneider
Yoni and Stephen Neirman in mem-
ory of Daniel Stevens, Yoni’s father
Yoni and Stephen Neirman in mem-
ory of Fannie Stevens, Yoni’s mother
Bruce Pacht in memory of Jeanette 
Pacht, his mother
Dora Polunovskaya in memory of 
Mikhail Kagarlitsky, her friend
Ellis Rolett in memory of Mary War-
shaw Rolett, his mother
Ellis Rolett in memory of Irwin Alfred 
Vladimir, his father-in-law

Ellis Rolett in memory of Geraldine 
Vladimir, his mother-in-law
Marlene and Rusty Sachs in memory 
of Christopher Sachs, Rusty’s brother
Jill and John Schiffman in memory of 
Frances Schiffman, John’s mother
Jill and John Schiffman in memory of 
Saul Greenspan, Jill’s father
Sharon and Jerome Smith in memo-
ry of Isadore Greenberg, Sharon’s father
Sharon and Jerome Smith in memo-
ry of David Howard Smith, their son
Sharon and Jerome Smith in memo-
ry of Israel Smith, Jerome’s father
Renee Vebell and Jeffrey Cohen in 
memory of Abe Cohen, Jeffrey’s father

Stained glass photographed during 
the Jew Crew trip to Boston.
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NEWSLETTER  
DESIGNED BY:

WWW.UVJC.ORG
Can't get enough? Visit our website for the latest news, 
cool resources, event updates, and fun opportunities:

GIFT DESIGNATIONS
Gifts may be directed to the General Fund 
or one of the following restricted funds:

Adult, Community Education (supports 
adult learning programs)
Benevolence (provides caring and 
support for UVJC community members)
Caring & Chesed (outreach, kindness, 
and support within the UVJC community)
Cemetery (landscaping and 
maintenance of our cemetery)
Endowment (sustaining the future of 
the community)

Judaica (prayer books and other 
religious items)
Library (books and other library materials)
Rabbi's Discretionary (charitable 
purposes determined by the Rabbi)
Sanctuary Furnishings (furnishings for 
the sanctuary/social hall)
Social Action (supports external non-
profit organizations that benefit the wider 
community in the spirit of tikkun olam)
Tot / School / Teen Education Funds 
(supports special youth / school / teen 
programs beyond the curriculum)

UPPER VALLEY JEWISH 
COMMUNITY CEMETERY

The UVJC owns and maintains our 
own cemetery to comfort and serve 
you in times of need. We encourage 
our members to think about their 
future needs in advance. For more 
info, please call the office at 603-
646-0460 or email office@uvjc.org.

DID YOU KNOW?  You can enroll 
your child(ren) in PJ Library to 
receive free books each month, 
free music, and more! Learn how 
by visiting: https://pjlibrary.org/Cheers to new connections in 2026!



December 2025 11 Kislev 5786 - 11 Teves 5786
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
11 KISLEV

2
12 KISLEV

3
13 KISLEV

4
14 KISLEV

5
15 KISLEV

6
16 KISLEV

7
17 KISLEV

8
18 KISLEV

9
19 KISLEV

10
20 KISLEV

11
21 KISLEV

12
22 KISLEV

13
23 KISLEV

14
24 KISLEV

15
25 KISLEV

16
26 KISLEV

17
27 KISLEV

18
28 KISLEV

19
29 KISLEV

20
30 KISLEV

21
1 TEVES

22
2 TEVES

23
3 TEVES

24
4 TEVES

25
5 TEVES

26
6 TEVES

27
7 TEVES

28
8 TEVES

29
9 TEVES

30
10 TEVES

31
11 TEVES

Chanukah - Day 1 Chanukah - Day 2 Chanukah - Day 3 Chanukah - Day 4 Chanukah - Day 5 Chanukah - Day 6
Rosh Chodesh Teves - 
Day 1

Chanukah - Day 7
Rosh Chodesh Teves - 
Day 2

Chanukah - Day 8 Christmas Day

Fast of the Tenth of 
Teves

Vayishlach

Vayeishev

Mikeitz

Vayigash

3:52

3:52

3:54

3:58

Please Go to 
UVJC.org for 
the Current 
Calendar

1:00 pm Mahjong 1:30 pm Chronicles Class 7:00 pm Parshat Class

5:30 pm Family Shabbat 
Service

10:00 am Shabbat 
Service
11:30 am Lunch and 
Learn with Jared 
Goldfarb

10:00 am Parent's 
Chavurah
7:00 pm Israeli Folk 
Dancing
7:00 pm UVJC Book 
Group

1:00 pm Mahjong
6:00 pm Dayenu Circle, 
Potluck Dinner Meeting

1:30 pm Chronicles Class

6:00 pm Eastman 
Shabbat Service

10:00 am Contemplative 
Shabbat Service
11:30 am Lunch and 
Learn with Alexander 
Hartov

3:00 pm Community 
Hanukkah Party 
First Night of Hanukkah

1:00 pm Mahjong 1:30 pm Chronicles Class 5:30 pm Havurah/Social
 Educational Gathering
7:00 pm UVJC Board 
Meeting

6:00 pm Shabbat Service
10:00 am Shabbat 
Service
10:30 am Tot Shabbat

1:00 pm Mahjong
1:30 pm Chronicles Class

6:00 pm Shabbat Service
10:00 am Shabbat 
Service

7:00 pm Book Group 1:00 pm Mahjong

1:30 pm Chronicles Class

Please Read 
the Weekly 
Update 
Email!



January 2026 12 Teves 5786 - 13 Shevat 5786
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
12 TEVES

2
13 TEVES

3
14 TEVES

4
15 TEVES

5
16 TEVES

6
17 TEVES

7
18 TEVES

8
19 TEVES

9
20 TEVES

10
21 TEVES

11
22 TEVES

12
23 TEVES

13
24 TEVES

14
25 TEVES

15
26 TEVES

16
27 TEVES

17
28 TEVES

18
29 TEVES

19
1 SHEVAT

20
2 SHEVAT

21
3 SHEVAT

22
4 SHEVAT

23
5 SHEVAT

24
6 SHEVAT

25
7 SHEVAT

26
8 SHEVAT

27
9 SHEVAT

28
10 SHEVAT

29
11 SHEVAT

30
12 SHEVAT

31
13 SHEVAT

New Year's Day

Rosh Chodesh Shevat
Martin Luther King 
Day

Veyechi

Shemos

Va'eira

Bo

Beshalach

4:04

4:11

4:19

4:27

4:36

Please Go to 
UVJC.org for 
the Current 
Calendar

Please Read 
the Weekly 
Update 
Email!

11:00 am New Year's 
Brunch
7:00 pm Parshat Class

6:00 pm Shabbat Service
10:00 am Contemplative 
Shabbat Service

1:00 pm Mahjong 1:30 pm Chronicles Class

6:00 pm Eastman 
Shabbat Service

10:00 am Family Shabbat
Service

1:00 pm Mahjong 1:30 pm Chronicles Class 5:30 pm Havurah/Social  
Educational Gathering 
(Library)
7:00 pm UVJC Board 
Meeting

6:00 pm Shabbat Service
10:00 am Shabbat 
Service
11:30 am Lunch and 
Learn

1:00 pm Mahjong

1:30 pm Chronicles Class 7:00 pm Rabbi Besser's 
Zoom Class

6:00 pm Shabbat Service
10:00 am Shabbat 
Service

7:00 pm UVJC Book 
Group

1:00 pm Mahjong 1:30 pm Chronicles Class

6:00 pm Shabbat Service
10:00 am Shabbat 
Service
11:30 am Lunch and 
Learn
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